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After fifteen winters, Conan the Barbarian headed south from his home in frozen Cimmeria,
fighting to survive in the ancient time known as the Hyborian Age. In his travels, he has
gained much, lost much, and thrived in bloodshed, as many foes have fallen before

Conan was recruited by Lady Serra and her hired swordsman, Zubair, for an
expedition into the Himelian Mountains. Serra was in search of her brother,
Lord Fallo, who disappeared in the Himelians while searching for a legendary
treasure. When the group was beset by a band of Afghuli hillmen, Conan
revealed his ulterior motive for joining the quest—to take over leadership of
the hillmen. He challenged their leader, Pakim, to combat but was captured by
the hillmen and left to die, while Pakim forcibly took the others in search of
the treasure.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This story takes place before the events of Robert E. Howard’s “The People of the Black Circle.”
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SQUARE
ON THE LEFT
CHEEK!

NOT
50 FAST,
CHuPA!

you
MIGHT A5 WELL
HAND OVER OUR
WAGER STAKES
RIGHT NOW!

HAH! YOUR
SHOT BARELY
MADE IT TO THE
BOARBARIAN'S
CHEST!

I HAVEN'T
HAD MY TURN
YET!

THAT ONE WAS
JUST TO GET THE
RANGE! NOW--

(

THERE!
RIGHT DEAD
CENTERIN HI5
uGLY Face!

GoT
HIM, BY

ASURA!

IN YOUR
MADDEST
DREAM! OUR
BET WAs ONE
SPIT TAKES
LL, 50




YOu CAN
FINISH YOUR
DAMNED
GAME--

~-NNGGN...

THE
OUTLQNDEQ‘

FR&E’

NO, He
ISN'T! HE'S JUST
RIPPED OUT THE
TRUNK'S ROTT&

6RANCHESS!
HE'S
sTILL BOUND!
GRAB YOUR BLADE
AND WE'LL
GUT HIM!

DARK
CAVERN,
PDARK
CRYSTAL

PART 1l




INMINE -~
IWELD TWO
JAGGED

CLUb6S!

IN YOUR
EYES, I'M A MAN
SHACKLED!

THOSE\/ THERE'S NOT ONE
DRUNKEN WHO'S FITTO STAND,
50T52 LET ALONE WIELD
A KNIFE!

THEN T/LL
CARVE YOU LIKE
A YAK...

HE'S LIKE
ADEMON
ouT oF NARA-
yom!

wake up,
w-we Ne

DOG-BROTHERS!
YOUR HELP!

HOLD
HIM,
pesu--

—-AND I'LL CUT
OUT HIS HEART AS A

AST FOR THE
6UzzARDs!



THE BUZZARDS
WILL FILL THEIR
BELLIES, RIGHT
ENOUGH--

NEVER TIE A
MAN TO A TREE AT THE
HIGHEST EDGE OF THE
TIMBERLINE.

I'LL HAVE
TO TELL THAT TO
PAKIM wHEN T
SEE HIM...
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