"HARD CASE MAY BE THE BEST NEW AMERICAN
PUBLISHER TO APPEAR IN THE LAST DECADE."

ALISON STEVE LOVERN
GAYLIN SCOTT KINDZIERSKI




THEY WERE GOING TO
CALL ME VICTORY.

WAS JUST THREE MONTHS

| FREGNANT WITH ME WHEN SHE HEARDP

“A /T ON THE RADIO. THE INVASION WAS A
SUCCESS. THE WAR WAS OURS TO WIN.
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w WMl PADPDY WAS IN THE 101°7 AIRBORNE.
Q":l B FOUGHT IN THE BATTLE OF NORMANDY.

MAMA WROTE PAPDY A LETTER:

LET'S NAME OUR BABY VICTORY,
SHE WILL GROW UP IN THE WARMTH
OF OUR LOVE. WE WILL TEACH

HER THAT ANYTHING 15 POSS/BLE.

TWO WEEKS LATER, A SHINY
BLACK SEPAN PULLED UP IN
FRONT OF OUR HOUSE. A MAN IN
UNIFORM GOT OUT OF THE CAR.

BUT IT WASN'T DAPPY.

T WAs
THE MAN WITH
THE LETTER.
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I WAS BORN TO A SINGLE,
PESTITUTE MOTHER IN A BASEMENT
AFARTMENT IN THE BRONX.

SHE NAMEDP ME
NORMANPY BECAUSE
THERES NO SUCH
THING AS VICTORY.

MY LITTLE SISTER WAS
BORN 5/X YEARS LATER.
WHO THAT PAPPY WAS,
WE NEVER KNEW. FOR A
LONG TIME, LITTLE 5/5

DIPN'T HAVE A NAME.

AT
NOT UNTIL SHE CHOSE
ONE FOR HERSELF.
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LIKE 50 MUCH IN
LIFE, IT STARTEDP
WITH A FHONE CALL.

IV BARELY SPOKEN TO
DELILAH IN THE 1Z YEARS SINCE
I RAN AWAY FROM HOME,
LEAVING HER WITH MAMA.

IT FELT LIKE YESTERDAY.
IT FELT LIKE FOREVER.

BETTER
THAN OKAY, 5/s.
N IMINLOVE WITH
A WONPERFUL MAN.
HE'S MARRIED, BUT
HES LEAVING HIS
WIFE FOR ME

WASHINGTON DC.
THE CORRIPORS OF
POWER AND ALL THAT.

I..1 J
PIDN'T FORGET
YOU, LILA.

I KNO
YOU PIPNT, ANP I
? NEVER BLAMED YOU
FOR LEAVING HOME.
NOT EVEN FOR A
SECOND.
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SHERIFF
GOLD? ARE
YOU ALL
RIGHT?
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I WAS NEVER VERY 6OOP AT
TALKING. MAMA TALKED ENOUGH
FOR ALL OF Us. I WAS FOR
POING THINGS. HELL, I WAS FOR
RUNNING AWAY, TIME COMES, YOU
CANT RUN AWAY ANY MORE.
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YOU EVER

5 GOING TO LET
ME COMPLETE A
SENTENCE?




WE CANT
FIND HER., THOSE
NAMES, NONE OF THEM
ARE REAL, ANP THEYVE
GOT ME ON 15 OTHER
CASES THEY ACTUALL
GIVE A PAMN ABOUT—
SORRY ....
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