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Michael Goodwin is the author of a book on the Vietnam War, 
which posits the war turned Frank Castle into the Punisher. To 
learn about the beginning of that story, Goodwin’s found the 
surviving members of Lt. Castle’s first platoon and interviewed 
Col. Letrong Giap, the last living N.V.A. commander from the 

battle of Khe Sanh—also Castle’s first.

He had no combat experience when he took command, but Castle 
earned his troops’ respect with his instinct for warfare and his 

willingness to bend the rules to keep them safe. 

Castle’s efficiency made him a worthy enemy on the other side: 
Col. Giap was grooming Ly Quang for leadership, but all she 
wanted was to avenge her comrades by killing the broad-shouldered 

American commander who ordered the airstrike against them.
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