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DIRECT FROM THE DISNEY VAULTS! 
Charles Alfred Taliaferro was born in Montrose, Colorado

on August 29, 1905 and moved with his family to Glendale,

California in 1918. “I knew I was going to be a cartoonist,” he

told interviewer Jim Korkis in 1968. “I’ve always believed that

if you want anything bad enough and you work hard enough

for it, eventually you’ll get it.”

In the middle of the Great Depression in 1931 he learned

that the Walt Disney Studio had jobs available. “I went in and

was hired on the spot: January 5, 1931,” he recalled.

At first he inked Floyd Gottfredson’s Mickey Mouse

newspaper strip. He then went on to draw the Silly Symphonies

Sunday page, where on September 16, 1934 he first drew

Donald Duck, the character with whom he would become

forever associated. He would draw the Donald Duck newspaper

series from its inception in 1938 until his death in 1969.

rom deeper in the Disney Vaults, this second

Library of American Comics volume collects three

more complete years of Sunday fun—every color page

from January 1943 through December 1945. By the

end of the book, World War II is (literally) history and

Donald, Daisy, and those incorrigible nephews find

more than their share of joy—and mayhem—in

Duckburg. Disney scholar Alberto Becattini provides

an introduction that puts the strips in historical

perspective, and tells us about George Waiss, who

joined the creative team in 1943, taking on the inking

chores over Al Taliaferro’s pencils. 
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A NOTE ON SOURCE MATERIAL: The black-and-white artwork in this book was scanned from the 
Disney Licensed Publishing collection. The color reference material was photographed from original 
bound volumes at the Walt Disney Archives. 
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ABOVE: Bucky and June Bug, drawn by Al Taliaferro for Walt Disney’s Comics and Stories #39 (December 1943).
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TURN THE PAGE TO READ 
THE 1943-1945 COLOR
SUNDAY PAGES!

FAR LEFT: A “Li’l Bad Wolf”page drawn and
lettered by George Waiss, from WDC&S
#70 (July 1946).

LEFT: Three strips, three different inkers.
Top to bottom: June 24, 1942 daily, inked
and lettered by Karl Karpé; November 28,
1942 daily, inked and lettered by Dick
Moores; June 19, 1944 daily, inked and
lettered by George Waiss. 
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