Father had been a municipal judge. But after cultivating some powerful enemies in
high places, he'd been barred' From the bench and could Find no work in the city.

Mmother suggested we leave it all behind, move to the country, and start anew.

pow much

further, only a few

motherz more miles,
dear.

That's what
oL said
miles back.
That's

beclauqe 1

was ing to

you ge?gre,
dear.

mother’s Family owned a small property out in the
middle of nowhere. It had been lying vacant ever
since my great avnt had passed away.

I hope sof all
1s it good ""“"e"rdﬂd
i =7 : good houses, ol
hauntedz ?riendl{? ghost
f . — 5

or o.

It wasw't much, but it was a
house to make a home. vyes..we’ll
make do

¥ = ; \i _ here, 1
50, Yyour BT
honorz

what's the
verdictz




mother was raised in the countryside. Rural 1+ seemed she could do ‘\“.‘Jﬂ*i“g---
living came second nature to her, even after
all those years. F

~though she still needed my help with some things,

of course.
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Father, on the other hand, didw't many days Father sat inside and read
know a splittin wedge frem a brush eie btc’wks. e was Alwc;\yc a bit
hook. pe tried to adapt fo our new ill-at-ease in the woods..

life, but was often more of a burden
than a help to mother.
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..especially at night.

Ever wnotice

I-\ow...dd!’k

it gets out
erez

- The silence i

J” Becavse it is 90....Ioué... T-t}fe'?’:scr.
i5 4 new moon here, y'knowsz ran

tonight, love—of- Ll o
QR birds.

That's & % very good

mocking Anna, 'yés. That
bird! \ s a’w‘?ockiv\g




Ne“' Ghe"
certainly you're
davghter, isn't

shel
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Now._ .you're
quite sure it's
safe to eat
these f"‘i“gq

l | that yourve
| been d"ﬁﬁ:“g
| e

in From
outdoorsz
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on the days that mother went hunting,
Father preferred I stay home to keep
him company.

Father!
There’s some
men at the

door! They
look dopey.

what’'d 1
tell you!
same as all
the others,

" ——spooked
by the
Beast, ehz

1t’'s the Beast runs
this dominion,

we’'re all of vs just
interlopers here,

L[| Fistful of

Just seeking shelter,
that's all. we wown’t
bother you none,
won't so much as
crack a knuckle.

on't knock
a crackle.

won't crooky
, & nickel-- E
©

Apologies, but at
this time we can't
accommodate you.

[ only Folks safe From the
Beast are them that's

already in the ground, if
you catch my drift.

Linger too
long in these
woods, you're
good as gone,

pack it up,

boy. you’re his
| /Now, if you'd be so

kind as to spare a
roats, my
associate and I can
make it so’s that
fiend stays away
from your little
| homestead here..just
| & little hohom-—po um
3 we picked vp..




