ANNOUNCED
o HERSELF, AS ALL
8N KMEW THE BEAR
GOD WAS VAIN,
AND DID NOT
LIKE PEOPLE TO
KNOW HE WAS
ALMOST BLIND

"AND 50 IT WAS THAT FOOR
GRAVAHA, BEING ONLY EIGHT.
WATCHED AS THE SREAT BEAR
GOD ATE HER FATHER AND
MOTHER BEFORE HER EYES.

“AND SHE DECIDED
TO DO SOMETHING |.
QLUITE IMPOSSIBLE." [

I SHALL &0
FIGHT THE BEAR
&0D AND RETRIEVE
MOTHER AND

BEAR GOD. IT IS
I. GRAVAS4 OF
THE MLDY

I
CHALLENGE
YOur

TO CARE FOR THEIR
FARM AND PROTECT
HER SMALL VILLAGE.

“BUT SHE MISSED HER
PARENTS, ESPECIALLY HER
MOTHER'S COOKING. SHE
MISSED OATS AND HONEY
FOR BREAKFAST AND HOT

STEW FOR SUPPER.

GRAVASAT THE
CHILD OF THOSE
DELICIOUS
FARMERS?

YOou
CHALLENGE
METF

I WILL BEAT
¥OUL AND THEN ALL
YOUR WIELLAGE
B FRIENDPS FOR THIS
b IMPERTINEMCE!




“BY THE TIME
YOLU'LL s EEMEE e 5 sty AWM ARRIVED,
G . CE | ; THE BEAR &OD
gggu'ia?at: ARMY IN My -~ ; WAS QUITE
VILLAGE AT ANNOYED AND
et [0 0T FIENDYSHLY
HUNGRY.”

“FOR T WAS WELL KNOWN,
THAT EVEN MORE THAN

5 VANITY, THE BEAR GOD

i COULD NOT STAND TO BE

CALLED A COWHRD l T

“THE ADULTS ALL TOOK THEIR
FEW POSSESSIONS AND RAN,
LEAYING THEIR HLII:-‘FE” BEHIND
TO FACE THE S0D's wWiedral™ WELL, TOT?
WHERE |5 THIS
ARMY¥ yOU
BUT SPEAK OF7?
WE HAVE
NO ARMY,

WE DON'T
HAVE A SWORD
IN THE ENTIRE

WILLAGE.

GATHER EVERY
SCRAP OF FABRIC
F| ~AND BEDSHEET : Ll
L AND DISH YOU CAN ) IT IS
FIND, GERTA! 4 FIEL EVERY IR IR 52HinD, ME,
) ; I Fk L, DEAR BEAR.

BEHOLD My
ENDLESS
WARRIORS,
| BEAR/

Pl | YOUR SURRENDER
¥ NOW, PLEASE.

o . T'LL TAKE
;

“AND THE BEAR GOD, BEING [
PAINFULLY MEARSIGHTED, [N
SAW OMLY VAST FIELDS OF
SILENT SOLDIERS, AND WAS
STRUCK WITH FEAR...

“AND FROMFTLY YOMITED
UP HER MOTHER AND
FATHER. WHO WERE 50
GRATEFLUL...

*..GRAVAHA GOT THD ¥,

BOWLS OF DATS AND [

HONEY FOR BREAKFAST [
THAT DAY




RIDICULOUS.

IMPOSSIBLE.
I THINK WE
SHOULD GET
SOME SLEEPR
RED WOMAMN,

TLL
READ YOU AS MANY
STORIES AS YOU LIKE...
) IF WE SURVIVE THE
\\ EMPRESS DOWAGER'S
; ANGER. T MEAN.

UNDERSTAND
FAITH, I'M
AFRAID,

WHAT DO YOu
GET, IN RETURN
FOR YOUR
TEMPERAMNCE?

GRALCE,
SOMJA OF
HYRKANIA. MY FAITH
BRINGS ME
GRALE.

GIM\-'.NHAI ; ¥
WASI‘GNL‘l ; . A—
EIGHT | 3
SUMMERS. | YOu DD ALL
[ i You COULD,
SONJA,

I WAS ONLY A
LITTLE OLDER
WHEN MY
VILLAGE WAS
ATTACKED.

IF IP
BEEN CLEVER
AS SHE,
PERHAPS...

PERHAFS T
COULD HAVE...

(s}

PO NOT DPRINK,
AND YOU DO
NOT CAROUSE
IN FLESHLY
PELIGHTS.

THERE'S A
MAN AT THE
POOR. A
WARRIORY

GRAVAHA
GOES TO SEE
THE B8E4AR: I

SUPPOSE.




IVE
SEEN YOU
BEFORE.

“YOU'RE THAT
OBSTINATE
FELLOW FROM
EARLIER TODAY.

THRUCK
THE FISRCE:
I AM.

AND YOU
HUMILIATED
ME 00D AND
PROPER FOR
MY TENDER

USEE, THE EMPRESS, SHE
PON'T LIKE 'ER FEMALE
SUBJECTS TO HAVE
LEARMING. SAYS IT
MAKES THEM FORGET
THEIR HOMEST PLACE.

“S0 SHE'S
WANTS THIS PLACE
BURNT FROFER.
CRYSE SHE SAYS."

“YOU DIDNT SEEM
TO UNDERSTAND
o] WHAT WO MEANT"

=] ;
YOU WORK
FOR THE You
EMPRESS, MISJUDGE I COME
THRUCK? 'l.E. MISS. 3 WIF MEWS.

SHE'S RIGHT
PEEVED AT MOL
MISHANDLING HER
GLARDS AND ALL.



“SHE'S GOME AND
SENT HER WIPERS,
MISS, ICY COLD
KILLERS, THE LOT
OF THEM.

“SAID YOU WASN'T
WORTH THE COST
OF SENDING A
BATTALION. AND THE
VIFERS WILL DO YOU
MORE PERSONAL-
LIKE, YOU SEE?

"MAKE [T
MEMORABLE,
OH, AND THEY

CAM. THEY

CAM, MISS,

“THERE'S LTRO THE AMEEDLE. “AND THERE'S A4R0N THE
USES DPAGEERS DIPPED IN CRUEL. THE FINEST BOWMAN
IN THE LAND..LIKES TO FIN
“THERE'S RUDLS THE QLHCK HIS TARGETS WITH ARROWS,

! THEN TAKE 24¥5 USING

DUNE... CAUSES A SCREAMING
THEM FOR TARGET PRACTICE.

DEATH FROM FEVER.
WHOSE BLADE, THEY SAY.
CRIES FOR BLOOD EACH

NIGHT, EVIL OR INNOCENT.
“O00H, THERE'S

A BAD LOT, MI

l “"YOUVE NEVER MET THEIR
LIKE. I PROMISE YOU. AND
THEY'RE COMING, TOMGHT"




