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- N,/ cHAPTER
THIRTY-TWO

REDEMPTION:
PART ONE



1T WASN'T. WE WERE ALL
INPEBTED TO HIM, EVERY LIVING
PERSON ON EARTH. THERE WE
WERE, TRUNPLING ALONG
THROUGH THE EARLY Z75T
CENTURY, LIVING IN FEAR AND
INCREASINGLY VULNERABLE TC
OLIR WORST EXCESSES..

I MET HIM ONCE,
YEARS AGO, THE
PLLUTONIAN.

THEY ASKEDP ME TCO GIVE
HIM THE CONGRESSIONAL
GOLP MEPAL, AND WE
BOTH ACTED LIKE THE
HONOR WAS HIS.

~WHEN THIS MAN IN A CAPE
SHOWED UP LIKE A MORNING STAR
TO PRIVE AWAY ALL THE PARKNESS
HE CcOULD FIND, DEFENDPING US
FROM THREATS BOTH MAN-MAPE
// AN CELEST/IAL.

; /A vz;m_ﬂ
HE COULD LIFT A STADILUM. HE = -
=

COULP FLY THROUGH THE AIR ANDP
MOVE FASTER THAN THOUGHT. HE
HADP THE POWERS OF A GOP, MORE
THAN ANYONE coULP CATALOGLIE,
BUT OF ALL OF THEM, THE
GREATEST WAS THIS:




THE POWER
TO RESIST
TEMPTATION ANC
PO ONLY GOOP.

THE LORDP OR SOME OTHER
HIGH GOVERNANCE HADP
SENT TO UsS A STRANGER
WHO CcoULP HAVE ANYTHING,
WHO COULD TAKE ANYTHING,
ANDP APPARENTLY ALL HE
WANTED WAS TO HELP.

WE LET PLUTONIAN
BECOME THE MOST
TRUSTED MAN IN THE

WORLD. AND THEN

HE TLRNED ON U5,

I WOULD LOVE TO 54y T
NEVER BOLIGHT IT, BUT
HE WAS AS CHARISMATIC
A FIGURE AS EVER
WALKED THE FLANET.

WE USEDP TO SPECULATE
THAT PERHAFS THAT
CHARM WAS A FORM OF
HYPNOSIS, ANOTHER
POWER. THAT, SOMEHOW,
HE HADP US ALL UNPER A
SPELL, AN MAYBE HE DID.

BUT IF THAT
WERE 50, WE
WERE COMPLICIT.

WE WERE
PESFERATE TCO
BELIEVE IN
SOMETHING OR
SOMEONE WHO
COULP SAVE US.

ANP FAIRY TALES
PON'T WORK LINLESS
YOou BUY INTO THEM.

WE'LL PROBABLY NEVER KNOW
WHY. MAYBE HE WAS ALWAYS A
WOLF IN SHEEFP'S CLOTHING.
OR MAYBE HE JUST HAP ONE
REALLY BAD PAY.

BUT WHEN A
GOP TURNS ON
MORTALS, IT'S
ARMAGELLPON.




EVEN AS GLOBAL CASUALTIES
BEGAN TO NLMBER IN THE
MILLIONS, WE TRIED
EVERYTHING TO BRING HIM
POWN. WE ASSENBLED HIS
ENEMIES, WE BROKE
INTERPIMENSIONAL WALLS, WE
BACKED HIS FORMER ALLIES.

FOR A WHILE, WE
BELIEVED HE WAS
GONE ANP THE
HOFE FLICKERED
THAT WE CcoULpP
SOMEHOW REBLILP.

NOT A cHANCE. 8

TOoPAY., I MAPE THE CHCOICE
TO UNLEASH OUR LAST
REMAINING WEAFPON, KNOWING
THAT SIMPLY LUNLOCKING IT
WOLILD REDPUCE THE EARTH'S
POPULATION 8Y A THIRP /N A

WAVE OF RAPICACTIVITY.

THANKS TO THE PLUTONIAN, I--
WALTER R. EHRLICH, THE LAST
PRESIPENT OF THE UNITEDP

STATES--CONPEMNED TWO BILLION
PEOPLE IN HOFPES OF SAVING FOUR.

N

ANP AS IT TURNS oUT, I HAVE
NO CONTROL OVER WHAT
WE'VE SENT HIS wAY. I BARELY
LINPERSTAND IT. I CAN'T EVEN
COMMLINICATE WITH (T,

.

IN HISTORY.

ALL THAT'S LEFT FOR
ME TC PC (S SIT ON THE
SIPELINES AND WATCH,
JUST LIKE EVERYONE

ELSE AT THIS MOMENT



WHOEVER
YOoU ARE...
WHATEVER
YOou ARE...

WYOU'RE
NOT My
PARENTS.
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HOWEVER YOU
ViSUALLY PERCEIVE
Us 15 YOUR MIND'S
ATTEMPT TO ASSIGN
UsS A FORM IT CAN

COMPREHEND:.

HERE?
TO WHAT END?
HOW WOULD WE
ATONE FOR SUCH
AN ACT KNOWING

OF ALL YOU HAVE
DONE?

WE HAVE BEEN
WILLING CAPTIVES
ON THIS PLANET
FOR DOZENS OF
SOLAR CYCLES

WHAT WE NOW KNOW

YOU ARE NOT
ACCUSTOMED
TO BEING
RESTRAINED.
WE DO
NOT WISH TO
FRUSTRATE YOU
TO THE POINT OF
WO;.ETNCE,

ONLY RECENTLY
HAVE WE BEEN MADE
AWARE OF YOUR
ACTIONS. ONLY NOW
HAVE WE BEEN
SUFFICIENTLY MOVED BY
THE SUFFERING OF
YOUR VICTIMS TO TAKE
RESPONSIBILITY.

...ONLY
WHERE YOU
CAN DO

NO MORE
HARM.




10'9¢ SOLAR
CYCLES INTO
THE FUTURE.

CEASED

ENTROPY HAS
DRAINED ALL MOLECULES,
EVEN YOURS, OF THEIR

ITY TO MOVE. ALL 1S
. NO STARS STILL BURN,
NO LIFE E TS, ALL THAT
REMAINS 1S A RANDCOM
SCATTERING OF LEPTONS
AND PHOTONS, AND EVEN
THEY WILL FADE.

PRISON.






[ so THaT's
( WHAT I aM TO
YoLl. A
MISTAKE.
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