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While imprisoned for a crime he did not commit, Luke Cage was subjected to medical experiments 
that gave him superhuman strength and bulletproof skin. Once free, he used his abilities to become 
a Hero for Hire, protecting people who had nowhere else to turn. His mission has taken him to 
Wakanda, the Savage Land, even Avengers Mansion, but Luke has never forgotten where he came from.

In New Orleans for the funeral of Dr. Burstein, who gave Luke his powers, Luke 
met Cyril Morgan, a man whose son’s disease had been cured by Burstein. Leaving 
Morgan’s mansion, Luke was attacked by a man with a sword that pierced his 

skin, then rescued by Burstein’s first test subject, 
Mitchell Tanner (A.K.A. Warhawk). Warhawk 

introduced Luke to more recipients of the 
Burstein Process, all with powers like Luke’s 
plus a side effect: mania that must be 
suppressed with medication. Meanwhile, 
Burstein’s assistant, Dr. Lenore Mornay, 
was kidnapped by crime boss Mateo 
Corello, who wanted her to re-create the 
medication for his son, another Burstein 
test subject. But she failed. Frankie 
Corello killed his father, and Lenore’s 
next if Luke can’t save her in time.
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