BRLCE. WHAT S

MANY.YEARS AGO.

LET’S SAY I HAVE
A DECK OF IFAN .
THEM OUT, SO \
YOU CAN SEE |
THE DIFFERENT
SUITS.

|

CARD IS AN
ACE OF
=\ DIAMONDS.

IT’S THE CRAFT OF SLEIGHTING
THE DECK OUT OF SIGHT AND
REPLACING IT WITHOUT
ANYONE NOTICING.

—

YOU'RE
OVERTHINKING IT.

THE MAGIC IS THRT I
STARTED BY ASSERTING
ONE REALITY, BUT THEN YOU

PROVIDED R CONTRADPICTORY
) REALITY THAT REPLACED
THE FIRST ONE WITH
THE POWER OF
SUGGESTION.

f
WHAT ARE = ) ¥ AND
YOU TRYING THEN LET'S Y%
TO SAY..? SAY SOMEBODY W
LET’S UP / WHO KNOWS
THE SCALE. YOU’RE WHAT THEY'RE
SUGGESTION STANDING ON THE FLOOR | {#i8% DOING
IS A LOT MORE IN A ROOM, AND ALL ISRS |#§ ASSERTS THE
POWERFUL THAN IT SHOULD BE. THE LAWS §# 8 INVERSE.
[\ YOU THINK ITIS. / OF PHYSICS ARE AT WORK. RV /"




YOU'RE A SMART
KID, I THINK YOL'LL
FIGURE IT OUT. AND
YOU BETTER DO IT
» SIS NEXT BT T
THIS...THIS IS = / ¢ / o‘mfm@: OF
IMPOSSIBLE. : ' LINDERSTAND.
%

SHELF IN HIS
STUDY? /

WHRT IF THERE WERE AN
ARTIFACT THAT LET
YOU REWRITE YOURSELF
WITH A VERSION WHO
KNEW THE ANSWER TO
THAT QUESTION?

I DON'T
UNDERSTAND...
WHAT IS IT?




SPRRTY:. PN

GHDS]:;LI\'I THE SHE

IDESHTIPHTN VY LETT)>
R IR TN RENTLAST
RS NINOEZAPISE
SRR DR SOMILL7S
| TR U T AT
RSN U TR LET)

W

S DN GBI ST PNDES Y]
SR M T SCpe ¥ < AN\
EXIST IN A REALITY WHERE » FOR INSTANCE, )

’ WHETHER ALL THIS
éogm%%ggvgﬂv TRAINING IS GOING TO

WORK OUT. WHETHER
DESPERRATELY \'NFlNT O LL SLUCCEED IN
BECOMING WHRT YOU
WANT TO BECOME, SO
YOU CAN GO BACK
TO THE CITY YOU
LOVE.

I'M AFRAID
o : SO..WOULD YOU
y \JFyoupo : , MIND WAITING [
IOV YO KNOW W77 S OUTSIDE FOR A
WHO I WILL HAVE ; — MOMENT?
A 7O TURN TO FROM
OLR WORLD. _

7 _THISISA
RECKLESS LINE
OF THOUGHT. THE




SO, BRUCE, YOU
KNOW THE 7TRUTH
ABOUT WHRT

E ARE 4

| I WON'T..I
WON'T TELL ANYONE.
I PROMISE...YOUR
SECRET, IT'S SAFE
WITH ME. YOU KNOW
ME, ZATARA. YOU
KNOW YOU CAN
TRUST ME.

g I

I KNOW,

MY BOY. YOU HAVE
A GOOD SOUL. BUT
I'M AFRAID THIS
MEMORY WOULD BE
FAR TOO
DANGEROUS FOR
YOU TO KEEP.

TAKE HIM TO HIS
ROOM, AND LET MY
BLSINESS
ASSOCIATE IN ON

YOUR WRY O

CONTINLEE HIS
| STUDIES HERE. WE
CAN EVEN DISCUSS
A RESPONSIBLE
WRY TO LET HIM IN
ON OUR SECRET.

Y MY DERR,

7/ ZATANNRA....
EVENTURLLY YOU Y
WILL UNDERSTAND ¥

MY ACTIONS HERE
TODRAY. WHEN THE
WEIGHT OF ITS
POWER FALLS
UPON YOUR
SHOULDERS.

4 1‘\C\ \\



THISIS N
ONE OF THE MOST

DID EITHER DANGEROUS WERPONS \

OF YOU TOUCH NO..T IN THE UNIVERSE. IF
THE GNOSIS & wRS JiisT.. EITHER OF YOU HAD

RMOMENT.

SPHERE? SHOWING T TOUCHED IT, EVEN FOR £
OFF.

SORRY.
DIDN’T MEAN
TO BUMP
INTO YOU

:///////,,)

D OUR
FAMILY HAS KEPT
THIS HIDDEN FOR
GENERATIONS,
AND YOU THROW

THAT SECURITY
AWAY ON R
SCHOOLGIRL
CRUSH.
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