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cIEEFNSISHEES “Only connect!...Only connect the

prose and the passion, and both
will be exalted, and human love
will be seen at its height.”

-E.M. Forster
MY NAME IS KEVIN CONNOR.

I'M THE STARBRAND OF

EARTH. ITS PLANETARY

DEFENSE MECHANISM.

MY NAME |S ADAM BLACKVEIL.
I AM THE NIGHTMASK OF
EARTH. HERALD AND GUIDE
TO ITS STARBRAND.
YET ANOTHER COSMIC
JERK HAS SHOWN UP TO
CHALLENGE ME. EVEN
TELEPORTED Us
OFF-WORLD.
THIS ENTITY--LIBRA--
HAS BEEN HAUNTING
US FOR THE LAST TWO
DAYS. NOW HE BRINGS
Us TO THIS DEEP SPACE
SCULPTURE KEVIN
CREATED MONTHS AGO.
HE’S NOT THE FIRST.
PROBABLY WON'T BE
THE LAST. SO WHY DO
I GET THE FEELING
THAT THIS TIME...
WE ARE IN
WAY OVER OUR
HEADS.
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YOU HAVE
STATED THIS UNIVERSE
MUST COME TO AN END. BUT
YOU ALSO ACKNOWLEDGED
THAT END WILL NOT COME
FOR BILLIONS OF
YEARS--

WE
REQUIRE ANSWERS,
LIBRA.

Ele)
WHY ATTACK
STARBRAND
AND EARTH
NOW?

RIGHT.
SURE. THAT MAKES
SENSE.

YOU HAVE NO
IDEA WHAT THAT
MEANS.

OF
COURSE
NOT!

THOUGH THE
UNIVERSE DOES NOT
LITERALLY REVOLVE

AROUND THE EARTH AS
THE ANCIENTS
BELIEVED...

...THE AVENGERS
AND OTHER TERRAN

HEROES HAVE MADE IT
CLEAR THAT ETERNITY
IS INTRINSICALLY
BOUND TO OUR
WORLD...

BECAUSE
PTOLEMY WAS
RIGHT. AT LEAST

METAPHORICALLY, |T
IS A GEOCENTRIC
UNIVERSE.




...AND IN
FACT, EARTH
HAS BECOME THE
HEART OF
ETERNITY!

BUT THIS
SMALL PLANET WAS
NEVER DESIGNED TO

TAKE ON SUCH SIGNIFICANCE.
ITS ASCENSION HAS
UPSET THE COSMIC

BALAN

SOMEDAY
THE UNIVERSE MUST
END, AS ALL THINGS

MUST END. BUT THIS
UNIVERSE CANNOT END
UNTIL EARTH IS
DESTROYED.

AND THE
EARTH CANNOT
BE DESTROYED AS
LONG AS IT HAS A
STARBRAND TO
PRO|_‘II_'ECT

NOW YOU
SEE THE DILEMMA.
FOR THE EARTH TO

PERISH, ITS DEFENSE
MECHANISM
MUST FALL.

.

THE
STARBRAND MUST
DIE...



