He and his men come from

Riga, recruired by a “Bishop
Chakenfort™ as muscle.

I*ve heard the rumors--armed
men reaming the countryside
of fering work bailding
chunches. Christian silver spends
and the churches will get built
rega rdless, 3o they had no
preblem Finding labor.

Bur there never wai
any silver, and the men
never returned home.
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Right, then.
Chakenfor.

“Ornly meni™
Julis asked,
“Mo worment'”

The man recoiled at the idea.
Filous Christians can be a bin
funny when it comes 1o Wormemn.

The :!:Dd'l know 1 love 4
E'_c-nd !'i.E:ht- But the kill
is my least favorite part,

=
Pagan and Christian, there
is a joy in death, the idea
of going to a berrer place.

Buz |
just Feel
empty.



Bur it was nat
alweays that way.
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o1 | He wasn™t wrong. |
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Thar WAS my firar rime tuﬂ-’.!i.l'!g'_ ina
shield wall. Half the men around me were
perancly wished for

my own 1o calm the nerves.

Bur when the fighting
started, it was fine.
It was beauriful.

The skalds eall it
thie “battle calm.™"
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Time slows. You baik in the utter certainty that vou will
survive the battle. You will surviive, you wall RO home and bed
a woman and whelp children off her, You can see their faces.
They grow up strong and healthy and make you proud.

Bur mostly you

== survive the bartle.




