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After fifteen winters, Conan the Barbarian headed south from his home in frozen Cimmeria,
fighting to survive in the ancient time known as the Hyborian Age. In his travels, he has
gained much, lost much, and thrived in bloodshed, as many foes have fallen before

CONAN THE GAMBLER

part two

Short of money in the city of Shadizar, Conan took a job as bodyguard to the merchant
Maraudus. Heavily indebted to the gambling hall known as the Demon’s Den, and
looking to settle a dispute with rival merchant Kero, Maraudus sat down to a high-
stakes game of Serpent’s Bluff in an attempt to clear his ledger. A couple of hands in,
Maraudus mysteriously dropped dead. With his patron deceased, Conan found himself
forced to cover the debt or be subjected to death by the beast in the “Debtors Lounge.”
Outnumbered and surrounded, Conan sat down to try his luck at the card game, while
keeping an eye toward uncovering who or what killed Maraudus...
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cONQN NEVER
6eLIeveD
IN FATE.

e GAMBLER

PART 2
u - |

HE'D SEEN HOW FAITH IN
PROVIDENCE BECAME A
SHORT TRIPINTO A
SHALLOW GRAVE.

GAMES OF CHANCE
WERE FOR THOSE
TOO WEAK TO EARN
THEIRLOT IN LIFE.

AND YET, HERE
HE WA5, BENEATH THE
STREETS OF SHADIZAR,
PLAYING A GAME HE NEVER
WANTED IN A PLACE HE
SHOULD HAVE AVOIDED.

A CAsCADE
OF 6AD
CHOICES.

EORTLNE
ERULORS
THEROID
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IMMERIAN SAVED A MERCHANT NAMED MARAUDUS
TIR FROM A GROUP OF MURDEROUS THIE ves_

SIMPLE ENOUGH, \TIL
MARAUDUS DROPPED DEAD
OF APPARENT POISONING AND
THE CIMMERIAN WAS TOLD HE
MUST CARRY ON THE GAME IN
THE MERCHANT'S STEAD.

CONAN AGREED TO BE HIS BODYGUARD DURING A HIGH-STAKES GAME
AT A DANGEROUS GAMBLING HALL CALLED THE DEMON’S DEN.

PLAYING A DEAD MAN'S
GAME, TRYING TO FIGURE

BLOATED BASTARD, AND
WHETHER HE WOULD &€

50 NOW CONAN WAS

OUT WHO KILLED THE

NEXT TO JOIN HIM
DEAD ON THE FLOOR.

IN SERPENT’'S BLUFF, EACH PLAYER DRAWS AND PLAYS CARDS IN FRONT
OF THEM THAT ADD UP A5 CLOSE A5 PO5S5IBLE TO T WITHOUT GOING OVER.

SPECIAL
CARDS

COMPLICATE
THAT SEEMINGLY
SIMPLE
PROCESS.

A ROUND CONTINUES
UNTIL 8OTH PLAYERS
HAVE PASSED.

THE RESULTS OF THE FIRST HANDS DID NOT INSPIRE CONFIDENCE.

KERO'S SERPENT EATS
CONAN'S FIVE, LEAVING

CONAN's SERPENT
15 BLOCKED BY
KERO'S KINGS...

...THUS CONAN
HAS A TOTAL OF
EIGHT anp
KERO HAS
NINE.

HIM WITH EIGHT.
KERO HAS
TWELY

-

ADMIT IT, NORTHERNER.
YOU'RE DROWNING
FAST.

YOU DON'T
EVEN GRASP HOW
TO PLAY, AND I'VE
eeeN STACKING
THIRTEENS LONGER
THAN YOU'VE BEEN
> ALIVE.
IF YOU FOLD
NOW AND BEG MY

FORGIVENESS, YOU
MIGHT EVEN GET OUT

OF HERE WITH
YOUR LIFE...




COULD RESPOND
EAT, A SOOTHIN
DIN, RAISING THE
THE BARBARIAN'S

THERE ARE NO
GAMES, elTUER,
ONLY CONQUERORS
AND THOSE TRODDEN
UNDER THEIR
FEET.

PRAY TO THE
GODSEND FOR
GOOD FORTUNE AND
nayee BOTH OF
Us SHALL WIN
THIS NIGHT.

IT TAKES
COURAGE 1O
REST ONE'S LIFE ON

THE FICKLE HAND

OF Fi

THERE 15
NO FATE,
WENCH.







