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YEARS AGO, A YOUNG, ASOCIAL PETER PARKER WAS BITTEN BY A RADIOACTIVE SPIDER! THE 
BITE GAVE HIM THE PROPORTIONAL SPEED, STRENGTH, AND AGILITY OF AN ARACHNID, ADHESIVE 
FINGERS AND TOES, AND SPIDER-SENSE- -A PRECOGNITIVE AWARENESS OF DANGER. THE TRAGIC 
DEATH OF HIS UNCLE BEN INDELIBLY INSPIRED HIM WITH A SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE 

PEOPLE AROUND HIM. HE’S OUR…

SPIDER-MAN, HIS OLD FRIEND HOBIE BROWN (A .K .A .  PROWLER),  AND HIS NEIGHBOR 

MARNIE (A .K .A . RUMOR) INVESTIGATED FAIRGRAY PAY, A CROWDFUNDING ORGANIZATION 

THAT HOARDED STORIES OF SUFFERING, AND MONEY FROM PEOPLE WHO WANTED TO 

HELP, BUT NEVER DELIVERED RELIEF.  WHILE GATHERING INTELLIGENCE IN FAIRGRAY’S 

HEADQUARTERS, MARNIE WAS BROUGHT TO THE BOSS —THE DECREPIT HELMINTH, WHO 

FEEDS ON MISERY. SPIDER-MAN AND PROWLER RESCUED MARNIE FROM HIS CLUTCHES 

AND BROUGHT HER HOME, WHERE THEY LEARNED SHE’D ENCOUNTERED HELMINTH 

ONCE BEFORE— FEEDING ON PRISONERS IN JAPANESE INTERNMENT CAMPS DURING 

WWII .  HOBIE’S ITCHING TO TAKE THE F IGHT TO HELMINTH AND FAIRGRAY, BUT SPIDER-

MAN ASKED HIM TO WAIT.  AN ENEMY THIS BIG — SUFFERING PERSONIFIED — MIGHT 

NEED A DIFFERENT APPROACH.
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FEAST OR FAMINE: part four



marnie.

 hey. 
 you have 
 special 
 vision, 
right?

could you 
check if I left 
some kind of 

residue on your 
window? iron 
man’s made me 

paranoid, 
and…

hey.

peter?

marnie? 

Almost morning. The home of Marnie. A.K.A. the Rumor.

   “…something 
    a little more
 conventional.”



sorry. 
I must have 

fallen 
asleep. 

that’s 
parasitic 
villains 
for you. 

hobie!

what? 

I asked 
hobie to stay and 
look after you. 

where is he?

I don’t 
know. 

no. of 
course I 

know.

yeah…



hnf!

Fairgray Pay.



no 
need for 

that. ryan, 
open the

door.

you’re 
not getting 
through this 
door. it’s--

it will 
take me seven 
minutes to get 

through it. 

it’s a 
constant 7000 

series. two feet 
of solid steel. 
dual locking 
mechanism.




