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FIREBRAND.

WHEN
ASCENPANT
TRUSTED PEOPLE...
IT WAS PASSIONATE.
IKNEW SOMEONE
WOULD COME...

giamie s. Rich

7 ..THE
MOMENT THIS
ORCK CHARM The llnexper.ted
STARTED RINGING Steve Orlando’
N IN MY HEAD. .

Ryan Sook

IMAGINE,
7 AMACHINE WHOSE
ONLY FUNCTION WAS
TO SIGNAL LOVEDP
PASSED.
HOW

MUCH WAS
LOST WITH THE
ORCKS...

HOW DD

YOU KNOW

ASCENDANT,
JUNEZ

IWAS ONE OF
ELLIGH'S TEACHERS.
HE HELPED ME PERFECT
MY STUDIES IN ARTIFICIAL | THIS WAS
INTELLIGENCE AFTER BEFORE I LOST
MY FIRST CREATION, THE CHALLENGERS
ULTIVAC, WENT TO THE DARK MULTI-
BAD. VERSE...

AND IN .
RETURN I UPDATED
HIM ON THE STATE OF
HUMANITY. HE'D CHECK
IN ON U5 EVERY
CENTURY.

2
s

WE WERE BOTH
CcLOSE TO
ELLIGH...

..ELLIGH WOULD'VE SAID
TO GO WITH THEM, FIND
THENEW FRONTIER.

HE ENCOURAGED ME,

AND NOW HE, ...WE NEED TO
HE'S-- KNOW ABOUT THE
ORCKS, JUNE. ELLIGH
MENTIONED A FUEL

THAT RAN THEIR
MACHINES...



. THE
uK METAL.

HUNDREDS OF

VEARE A0, WAILE
WE WERE STILL “iOREKS
FIGURING OUT OUR Ly
THUMBS... :

ey
X N~ PN ‘6\ \
“OK METAL WAS Lat

KEY TO THEIR [
SCIENCE. |t

“UK METAL FUEL RODS LEVITATED
THEIR CITIES, POWEREP THEIR
GRAVITY TORCHES AND A THOUSAND
OTHER INNOVATIONS WE'RE STILL
CENTURIES AWAY FROM. 4
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“ELLIGH ALONE CHOSE
TO SPEND HIS TIME
IN THE FIELDS, WITH THE
CREATURES THAT WOULD
ONE DAY BE HUMANS. U5.

~—

SO WHEN A
CHRONOKINETIC |
PISASTER ALL BUT -
WIPED THE ORCKS
FROM TIME, HE WAS
IN THE SAFE ZONE.

J




“ELLIGHWAS [ ==
THEIR PRINCE.
HE WAS THE...

“MINED FROM A FRAGMENT
| OF ARUPTURED PLANET,
ITLET THEM BEND THE
FUNPAMENTAL FORCES
OF THE UNIVER&E

“ELLIGH WAS THE
ONLY SURVIVOR.
HEIR TO A THRONE
TIME FORGOT.

2 “HE WALKED THE
i WORLD AS WE EVOLVEDP

AND CAME TO POWER,
WATCHING OVER US.

Bl “ELLIGH WAS COLLECTING WITH M GONE... |
ANY REMNANTS OF ORCK THERE'S NO ONE |)
= | TECHNOLOGY 50 THEY TO PROTECT
DIDN'T FALL INTO THE THAT TECH.”
— WRONG HANDS. 2 -

hote s - 7 -




DR. ROBBINS...ELLIGH D/ED IN \¥
AN EXPLOSION THAT CREATED

“aK METAL.” OR “Npi METAL," ‘ HM. ELLIGH'S
ASMI' HE PEOPLE 6H:5’/Né éT?EéEgEglggll?;ﬁgﬂg Le
Us CALLED IT.
N — N OF N/ METAL HERE
IN CARTER HALL'S
N JOURNALS.

THE
ISOTOPE 1S GOING
TO PETONATE AGAIN. IF \ |
THERE'S ANY CHANCE HIS
PEOPLE KNEW HOW TO
STABILIZE NTH METAL--

IT WOULD BE A SUNKEN REFUGE ONE MILE
HERE. MONSTER | DEEP WHERE, IMPOSSIBLY, IT |15 5TILL
VALLEY. ¢ THE CRETACEOUS PERIOD. MONSTERS

Live PEACEFLILLY THERE...PROTECTING
ELLIGH'S HOARP OF SALVAGED
: TEG NOLOGY.

THE ORCKS' OK METAL
FUEL RODS couLp
BE Nt METAL.

I'VE CONSIDERED
THAT AN ORCK TOOL MIGHT
BE WHAT FROZE TIME IN
THE VALLEY. POWER LIKE THAT,
POWER OVER REALITY, CAN'T
GO UNGUARPEPD.

IF THERE /S ORCK
TECH THAT CAN STABILIZE YOUR
15OTOPE, THAT'S WHERE YOU'LL

FIND IT. AND ONCE YOU HAVE...

...DESTROY EVERYTHING
ELSE. ELLIGH PIDN'T THINK
WE WERE READY FOR
WHAT REMAINED OF HIS
PEOPLE'S SECRETS.

IT'S WHAT HE

WOULD'VE /3 , THANK You
waNTeD. /LS v JUNE. Tuezzﬁﬁ"scr

YOU HAD FOR
HE IMPACTED 50 MANY
PEOPLE. HE'D BE
INFLUENCING THE
A\ NEXT GENERATION
/ TOO..




«..IF NOT FOR YoU,
FIREBRAND.

Wl 67
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I--1GET IT, ‘ o “?
NEON. GRIEF COMES TR Y OU KN
IN WAVES, BUT YOU-- ~ ; DEATH BECAUSE
YOUKNOW I DIDN'T v 1 YOU--YOU'RE A

ASK FOR ANY 7
BEch 4 } PRAMEPIO. '

I kKNow
WHAT IT'S LIKE
TO FEEL A SOUL
I'VE LOVED SLIP

THROUGH MY
FINGERS!

[ cenoan. N Y ——
b 4 y ‘
HUMANITY! \ —
S N e
EVEN/F SO NEON
WE GET THROUGH " \ No!

POSLIBLY W LONG B L sienT o
ENOUGH TO BALANCE ‘ \/Eé‘fgoérf’-}%{; g—rogﬂl
THE KNOWLEDGE THAT X /T, CLOCK OUT AND

DIED WITH HIM! A MOVE ON!

) h / l" ‘ H( A
Al Wi b, AdA E

NEON, I KNow
YOU'RE ANGRY. BUT
YOU PO NOT WANT
TO GET MY HEART
PUMPING.

S0
KEEP TALKING
LIKE THAT AND
WE’LL DO MY PAILY
FIGHT RIGHT HERE...

o i

...ORWE
CAN GET TO
WORK.

...THE WORLD

CAN'T RISK US

FIGHTING EACH
OTHER.

S i

THE--THE
o/ METAL'S GETTING
HOTTER INSIDE ME!
N REACTING TO MY GRIEF,
YOUR AGGRESSION!
YOU’'RE MORE RIGHT
THAN YOU KNOW,
FIREBRAND...




THIS 15-- Ry
IT'6 HARDER THAN N\
I THOUGHT, JANET. I'M \
UP AND DOWN. AFTER
LOSING MY ENTOURAGE, [§
I THOUGHT I COULD /58
DEAL WITHANY- 4
THING...

...MAYBE
THAT MAKES
ME STUPIP. FINE.
MONSTER VALLEY.

. T'LL TEQN&MIT

THIS GPS WORKS OFF
ABLACKHAWK SATELLITE. B
\ IT'LL LEAD YOU TO
ELLIGH'S HOARP. BUT,
> FIREBRAND... _ v']

ILOST THE
CHALLENGERS OF
THE UNKNOWN TO THOSE
MYSTERIES. NOW THERE
ARE NEW CHALLENGERS
LOOKING INTO THAT SAME
DANGEROUS ABYSS.

N Nti METAL. THE DARK

MULTIVERSE. THEY'RE
PROTECT YOURSELF. FURTHER THAN YOU
ALLURING, LIKE MOUNT CCUMB BSOLUTELY

‘ DON'T S
\ o e\ TR

\\ Y ..PEOPLE N\
‘ DIE TRYING TO
&\ OVERCOME /

Py,

Y coov Luck. W
{ one way ok ||
QNANOTHER...
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