PEOPLE ALWAYS
WANT TO KNOW:
WHO WAS HE

BEFORE, WELL...
HISZ

=
1

BUT IF YOU ASKEP
HIM, THE JOKER

WOULD SAY HE
PIPN'T KNOW.

| THE BEST JOKES
HAVE MANY SETUPS.
THE PUNCH LINE

IS WHAT MATTERS.

I\ > ,
AND NOW, IN A POD INSIDE
MARTIAN MANHUNTER'S
BRAIN...HE IS CAUTIOUSLY
JOYFUL, BECAUSE
FOR THE FIRST TIME...




THE WORLD FINALLY
SEEMS READY TO
LAU@H WITH HIM.,

I.IMBRAX \
/ I.II.TRAVII]I.ET I.ANTERN 5I.IN

WITH THE COQMIC MEMBRANE
POWN, UMBRAX'S ENERGY IS TOO
STRONG, CYBORG! SINESTRO
IS PULLING HALF THE PAMN
POPULATION INTO HIS
CORPS!

IT'S WORSE
THAN THAT...UMBRAX
INFECTS ITS TARGET'S
PRIMAL LIFE FORCES--
THE RED, THE GREEN--
IF WE DON'T ACT FAST,
JOHN, EARTH WILL
BECOME A LIVING
EVIL PLANET IN
TS GALAXY!
—~

YOU CALL IN
REINFORCEMENTS
FROMTHE  J|
MULTIVERSEZ A |

HURRY, VIC.
UMBRAX'S ENERGY...
I...I CAN FEEL IT PULLING
ME IN AGAIN. I CAN'T HOLD
IT OFF MUCH LONGER.
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'A wvou KIlF.,LiV
HOLE PLANET. ]
THE HATE YOU HIPE ouT AINV JOIN
INSIDE, THE GUILT... ME! DON'T BE SOME
THAT ENERGY...YOUR MIPDLING GREEN
POTENTIAL IS 4 | LANTERN! IN MY CORPS.
LIMITLESS! YOU'LL BE THE MOST
. POWERFUL LANTERN
\ EVER, WARRIOR
SUPREME!

IT'S YOUR
FATE...




GOING, YO
FooLs!

WE'RE NEARLY
THERE! EVERY STEP
YOU TAKE, THE
POWER GROWS
STRONGER...
REACH
PAST ITS
SHELL ANP
ENTER THE
CORE!

%

ITIS JUST A
FRACTION OF THE
WHOLE, TOO.

FORGEDP FROM A
PIECE OF THE TOTALITY THAT
BROKE OFF INTO THE PAST AS
IT PHASED THROUGH TIME ON
gy ITS APPROACH TO EARTH.

THE Zoongos — i

VIBRATE , A PIECE DISCOVERED
WITH GOPLIKE § BY SOME VERY WISE
L MEN AND WOMEN...

IF ONLY THEY'D BEEN
AS WISE AS HE, LEX IS
THINKING, WHEN JOKER

CALLS TO HIM, "HEY

LEXY, WE'RE HERE."

AND THEN
THERE IT IS.

W\

THE TOTALITY !
T

THE UNBRIPLEP POWER
OF CREATION, LOCKEP

WALL SINCE THE
MULTIVERSE WAS BORN.

HE'S UNLOCKEPD
BUT TWO OF THE SEVEN HIPDEN
ENERGIES NEEPEP TO TAKE ITS
POWER, BUT IT CALLS TO HIM.

IT WANTS HIM
TO TAKE IT. HE
CAN FEEL IT!

HE EVEN
STARTS TO
REACH OUT...

...BUT THEN

SOMETHING

REACHES
BACK.




AND VERY
PISSEP OFF.

BUT YOU WERE
EATEN BY HIS

CELLS! I SAW
2 you...

NOT, IT'S STILL
SUPERMAN'S

YOU BROUGHT
KRYPTONITE INSIPE
SUPERMANZ HEH.
WITH FRIENDPS LIKE
YOU, WHO NEEDPS
E ENEMIES?Z 4

AND TAKE

N ¥ “ HEH. "THAT
THAT THING Y. \ :
Bl youwere B 2 ; : - : THING..." LOOK AT

) i a. : = B YoU, BATMAN..TALK
HOLPING. S L M : TOUGH ALL YOU WANT.
YOU'RE SCAREP OUT
OF YOUR MIND,
AREN'T YOUZ




% ‘:' e - d S s A o
v . w—
o ‘1’ WHY? ,
. B CITY DETECTIVE.
“ ' Ei&é%%%;gg N THIS IS ALL TOO BIG
k FOR A MAN LIKE
[(

YOU KNOW N
WHAT THE
PIFFERENCE
IS BETWEEN
YOU AND
MEZ/

YOU'RE A
CHILP GUIPED BY
NIGHTMARES, I'M

PREAMS!

BOOK TITLE. 3
I'M TAKING

o y BUT THE TREMOR
s IN BATMAN'S VOICE

THAT
POORKNOB. .

— BETRAYS HIM. HE /S
- J CALCULATING THE

IMPOSSIBLE OPDS.

AND WITHOUT
A MIRACLE, HE
KNOWS...
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