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THIS 5AYS YOU'VE
BEEN TATTOOING
YOURSELF IN
YOUR CELL?

\

QUITE

THE REBEL,

AREN'T
youz?

POET, TOO,
I SEE...

wAND
A BAD
SPELLER.

PS

25

YOU'RE TOUGH,
GUY? WELL, I'VE

/  AREN'T JUsT
| FOR GANGSTERS
N\ ANYMORe! _/

S0 YOU THINK

GOoT You
BEAT!

TATS




INSTEAD
OF TWO
HOURS IN THE

YOU'RE
GOING TO
SPEND THE
NEXT HOUR
IN HERE,
LISTENING
TO ME.

HAVE A SEAT!




NO, MY YOUNG FRIEND... TATTOOS ' NOT TO MENTION

IN FACT,
WEREN'T INVENTED BY GANGSTERS, ARCHAEOLOGISTS HAVE SHARPENED NEANDERTHAL
MLUCH LESS PLINKS. FOUND REINDEER BONE BONE FRAGMENTS,
\ — NEEDLES THAT LEAD US PECORATED STATUETTES
TO BELIEVE EVERYONE DATING BACK 25,000 YEARS,
BACK THEN INKED AND STONES FOR GRINDING
HEY'VE BEEN THEMSELVES. AND CRUSHING PIGMENTS
AROLIND SINCE

FROM THE PALEOLITHIC
ERA.

YOUR EARLIEST

BUT THIS MUCH |5
CERTAIN: THE OLPEST
KNOWN TATTOO 1S OVER
5300 YEARS OLD.

BTZI, AS HE CAME TO BE KNOWN, HAD MANY TATTOOS:
PARALLEL LINES ALONG HIS LUMBAR SPINE, CRUCIFORM
MARKINGS BEHIND HIS RIGHT KNEE AND RIGHT ANKLE. THESE
WERE BELIEVED TO HAVE CURATIVE PROPERTIES...

\ iN 1991, A PAIR

t OF GERMAN TOLIRISTS

4 CAME UFPON THE BOPY OF
A HUNTER IN A GLACIER ON
THE AUSTRIAN-ITALIAN

A5 THEY
CORRESPONPED TO
SITES OF ARTHRITIC

DEGENERATION.

YEAH,
WHATEVER.
OTZI'S INK

WAS PRETTY
BASIC.




1 SEE. SCYTHIAN
DESIGNS ARE MORE

THE SCYTHIANS WERE NOMADIC
WARRIORS WHO LIVED IN THE HIGH
ALTAI PART OF SIBERIA, 500 BCE.

YOUR SPEED.

THEIR KINGS BOASTED
FANTASTICAL CREATURES IN
OUTLANDISH POSTURES ON THEIR
BOPIES-AND IN COLOR, TOO!

v

ACCORPING TO HERODPOTUS,
THEIR INTENSE USE OF CANNABIS
AND OTHER HALLUCINATORY PRUGS

HAD SOMETHING TO DO WITH IT.

FOLLOWING
THEIR LEAD.

TATTOOS WERE FASHIONABLE
IN ANTIQUITY. THE SCYTHIANS
WEREN'T THE ONLY ONES TO INK
THEMSELVES. AMONG THE TWO
HUNDRED CELTIC TRIBES IN ELROPE,
MANY PRACTICED TATTOOING.

THE BEST-KNOWN ARE THE PICTS~
FROM THE LATIN FOR “PAINTED" ~AND
THEIR NEIGHBORS THE SCOTS. THEY

USED THEIR TATTOOS TO FRIGHTEN

THE ROMAN LEGIONARIES WHO
TURNED UP THERE IN 5% BCE.

NOT TO MENTION THE GERMANS.
IN 98 BCE, THE HISTORIAN TACITUS
WROTE THAT THEY HAD A “Y”
TATTOOED ON THEIR FOREHEAD,
AS OPPOSED 1O THEIR SAXON
NEIGHBORS, WHO WORE AN “1.”






