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O MAYBE
D UNTIL BLEEDINE
AN INTO A SACK
W=, A ROOSTER, AFES AEE
ERE, AND AN APE. SO VEREY HARD
b TO COME BY
THESE CAYS,

THAT'S VERY
UMLIKELY,
CENTUKEION.




SREAT VESTAL

A L W F Bl [NNOCENT. AND THIS
I:ALEEHEEEEJEF L ] /4 ; ' MONSTROUS ETRUSCAN i
v oo 2 i ' - SECT HAS UNSFEAKAELE

' PLANS FOR HER...

LBBIA. YOURS AEiNG Z A - ™, EVEN FOR A VIRGN,
. ..uq..- | A= ._ll._- . e gum— Ti E':"'-" EE:-IuI':""‘I
ME TO BREAK THE i
_—

TANTAMOUNT TO B
PESERTION. 48

ANTONIUS 4XI4,
NOWHERE ELSE IN ROME
CAM A WOMAM WIELD SO

MUCH FOWER AS THE
VESTAL VIRSINS, BUT MUCH
OF THAT POWER IS BUILT
ON...OUR MYSTIGLE.

I'D RATHER SlE
NERD NOT KNOW
WE WERE SO =
CARELESS AS TO W
LOSE ONE OF
OUR OWN.

THIS SIRL.
THIS..VESTAL. IF
SHE DOESN'T SET

HELF...SHE'LL
LIEY

7 WORSE
l’ THAN THAT.
MUCH WORSE

S\, THAN THAT.
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AXIA,
CEMTLURICO!




.TOXIC GASES
THAT EMAMNATE FROM
THE BOWELS OF LAND MANSLE
THEIR CAVES... THE BRAN. THAT'S
WHAT MAKES THE
CULTISTS SEE THEIR
MONSTEOUS

| " OR PERHAPS
{ THERE REALLY
A ARE MONSTERS

WHISFER
THAT THERE
= AT LEAST

OME MONSTER
LVING HERE,
M MERO'S

~ BE CAREFUL,

I VESTAL. YOU &0

I KNOW UNDER NORMAL
HIM AND

AXIA WOULD BE
EXECUTED.
= AND HE WILL
 BE. I'LL HAVE HIM
CRUCIFIED FOR
DESERTION.
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I'LL LET THE

SACRED FIRE

OF EOME &0
OUT.



THE HOLY FIEE OF VESTA...
WHOSE FLAMES GUARKANTEE
THE CONTINUATION OF
THE EOMAN STATE..
ARE YOU

THREEATENING
ME, VESTAL?

¥ I AM MEERELY...
FEEDICTIMGE THE

o

TO BECOME
EMFEEOE, ONE MUST
BE SKILLED IN THE ART
OF DECEFTION, AMD
ENOW WHEN OME IS
BEING PECEIVEL.

" KEEPING SOME-

| THiNG From Me, MTTE ﬁf
RELUBEIA,

WHY AKE YOU
SO INTERESTED
_ IN SUCH A
. CENTURION?

RIGHT, AS ALWAYS. 1

WE HAVE FLAN=
FOR CENTURICN
ANTONIUS.

ANTOMIUS
LISOBEYEL
ORDERS!

HE WAS
A HERO AT
TIGRANOCERTA.
’ THE TROOPS
=il LOVE HIM.

BESIDES: 1 BESSED
HiM TO &0 TO ETREUSCA,
THOSE CULTISTS HAD
SNATCHED ONE OF MY GIRLS.

s PO
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I THOUSHT THE

B EFISODE IN ETRUSCA

LEFT HIS= MINL

BUT WE IN
THE TEMFLE OF
THE VESTALS...
HAVE WAYS OF

HEALING...
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*...THOSE WHO

AEE BREOKENM..."

LONG I SCREAMED.

THE SMELL WOULDN'T
LEAVE ME. THAT
CURIOUS STENCH OF
HOT, STEAMING BEAST.

i
| THAT STINK OF
. FOULEST WASTE.

e WH--WHAT?

%

CALM
YOURSELF,
SOLDIER. LET
Us BATHE

A YOU.

B-BLOOD... Y,
IT'5...BLOOD...

-
WHAT ¥OU MIGHT CALL
- A SECRET FORMULA.

CULMINATING IN
STRANGE RITES

BY ETERNAL
FLAME.



FINALLY, I WAS
DEEMED READY TO
SEE THE COPEX.

THE SACEED WRITINGS AND
SYMBOLS HANDED POWN BY
THE ANCESTORS, GUARDED SO
JEALOUSLY BY THE VESTALS.

B A mAP THAT
LEADS THROUGH
THE HUMAN
LABYRINTH...”

_ READ. THIS IS WISDOM
CONSUME. REPUTEDLY HANDED
DOWN BY WISE VESTA
HERSELF...

ON THESE
SHEETS OF
FPAPYELS YOU
WILL FIND
CLUES THAT
EEVEAL WHY
MEM ACT AS

THEY DO...

I READ UNTIL I NO
LONGER SEEMED TO
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