


AWW, LOOK AT
HIM... LITTLE WITCHBLADE.
AIN'T HE CLITE? YEAH....
THAT'S A HE

HIS DAD...THE
DARKNESS. PHYSICAL
EMBODIMENT OF
THE... WELL....
DARKNESS.

AND THIS IS THE
LITTLE FELLAH'S MOM.| —
ANGELLIS, PHYSICAL |
1 EMBODIMENT OF LIGH

e S

' - L3
""' g
SO...IM,YEAH.... k

MOM AND DAD
PIDN'T REALLY
GET ALONG

SO ONE DAY LITTLE
WITCHELADE LEFT HIS
HOME AND WENT TO

SEE THE WORLD...

AND,
TO FIND SOME
FRIENDS



SO THIS IS LINA.|

WHAT CAN | SAY Y a8y |
ABOUIT LINA... = /&

S C A A

OKAY... S0 SHE IS
A CAVEWOMAN

F ¥ I T

Whia s e

NOW,PAST THIS POINT [}
THINGS 80 EERILY
SIMILAR FOR BEARERS
THERE'S SHOCK...

THAT GROWS
INTO ALL O

THEN WE TRY
RESISTANCE |
2

AND THEN,
INEVITABLY ...
ACCEFTANCE

T AS WELL. CALL
THEM FIVE STAGES
| OF DEALING WITH
THE WITCHBLADE...
AND OVER TIME...

SO MANY WENT

THROUGH THEM...
] S




SCHOLARS

ADVENTURERS

ALL EXCEPTIONAL WOMEN

IN THEIR OWN WAYS, AND

ALl POSESSING THE HEART
OF COURAGE...

B

AND EVERY SINGLE ONE
OF THEM, A BEARER
OF THE WITCHELADE.
SO YEAH...BLADE HAD
HIGH STANDARDS...




{ TIMES CHANGED, BEARERS
CAME AND WENT...AND FOR
THE LAST FEW DECADES

-
o

BLADE WAS DORMANT...

AND THEN IT
FELT THE CALL

A NEW BEARER WAS READY |

I
TIME WAS RIGHT! WITCHELADE KNEW

THAT THE BEARER
WAS TO BE AN
EXCEPTIONAL

WOMAN

LIKE THOSE
\ BEFORE HER...

.A PARABON
OF COURASE...

EXCEPTIONAL
WILLPOWER...




S0... WHY PID IT
CHOOSE ME”

* | HAD MY THEQRIES, BUT
THE ONE | SETTLED WITH.AT
LEAST FOR A WHILE WAS;
YOLU EAT ENOLIGH STEAK, AND
AFTER A WHILE YOU'LL FIND
YOURSELF CRAVING FOR
A BURGER

AS IT HAPPENS, | WAS WRONG i||
ON THAT ONE...BUT WE'LL GET THERE Il
-

%

- HAHAHAHA. ...
S you RUDY?T b OH MAN, TOO EASY...
S JEEZ! | ALSO, SEE WHAT I DID
. ! A\ THERET SPACIN® OUT?

; PRICELESS

MYEAH, e .

il
EE»LHEP?EEE AW COME ON!

BY THE WAY, SINCE
WHEN DO ¥YOU WEAR
A HAT, | BARELY
RECOGNIZED
IT's A
MNECESSITY

NOT A FASHIO
_ CHOICE. &

CONTRARY ...
NOT HIDING
A LOSS...

COVERING
THEN?F

T

" WHATCHAN

A FRIBBIN
HORN , QKAY?FTT

ON THE ERIGHT SIDE,
YOU JUST PROVED THAT
UNICORNS ARE




i/ | WAS GONNA GO Y
_ : ; P, CHECK ME OUT SOME S
DUNNO, MONDAYS S EHC“I"AE -
AND PLANS DON'T | 9 ; : e 1
REALLY MIX_ - | . W g e/ I'LL. ALERT
-. | } . L, ! e L A MOVING LIGHT [ THE MEDIA!
W IN THE SKY

I. I' 2 o ! - -
J-.} e i

IT WAS THREE Y

|
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RUDY WAS A WISE-ASS

=5

RUDY WAS MY BEST FRIEND |

RUDY WAS ALSO A BLACK BELT ‘
-- - ] / rayw

OH SHE WOLILDN'T
HURT A FLY

BLIT...OUR SCHOOL'S

JERK SQUAD DIDN'T
NEED TO KNOW THAT

EASY DOES IT
CROUCHING TIGER
| KNOW THAT YOUR

7 BUT IT'S STILL %
' FUN SEEING THEM

AR\ FREEZE LIP EVERY it §
HDW AND THEN B




TDH"r’ . HE WAS MY
BEST FE!END BACK IN
ELEMENTARY SCHDDL

AN I

HE HAD NO DAD, AND HIS
MOM WORKED TWO JOBS,
S0 HE SPENT A LOT OF
TIME AT OUR PLACE

mﬂw

} HE WAS...A PART OF
1 THE FAMJL":"

BUT | BLESS THAT'S
FINE...PEOPLE CHANGE,
HE CHANGED HE
FOREOT...

YEAH? THAT 4
LIKE...MORE THAN &y

HALF OF OUR SCHOOL

WHAT MAKES HFM S0/

THEN ONE DAY THEY =
MOVED AWAY, APPARENTLY
IT WAS SOMETHING ABOUT
HIS FATHER HAVING LEFT HIM £ .
WITH SOME INHERITANCE &£
OR SOMETHING... o

AND FROM THAT DAY X
NOTHING...NOT A PHONE CALL....
NO LETTERS, NO EMAILS...HELL, 28
NOT EVEN A FACEBOOK FEFEND

REQUEST

HE 60T HIMSELF
NEW FRIENDS, A PRETTY
GIRLFRIEND...

TEANSFERRED

\ A WEEK AGO... 4|
b A

_..:E;.-I-

S0 | JUST
DDN’T CARE

YEAH, NO
| CAN FEEL THE
MAGNITLIDE SIX
NOT CARING
b RIGHT HERE




WE ARE CLOSE

ESSTACADOOQQO.... |

WE HAVE BEEN

WAITING...SIXTEEN YEARRSSS Y
AND FIVE MORE WE SHALLL. J

WAIIIT

| MEAN IT...]
COLULN'T CARE LESS
TONY ESTACADO CAN
HAVE HIS PERFECT DREAMY
EXISTENCE!

IN HINDSIGHT...
| MIGHT HAVE BEEN
WRONG ABOUT TONY...

AND THEN... '\
WE HAVE THINGSS
TO DOO...

WORLDS TO

YOUR FATHER WASS
WEAAAKK...HE WOLLD
- N LET USS STARVE...

BUT WE SENSE
GREATNESS IN YoU!

CONGLER

SSS5TAARRSS
TO EXTINGUISSSHH
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k ! .- | -r-:
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WE WOLILD KNOW

TONY! AFTER ALL WE ARE ) B\
THE GREATNESS IN YOL! 3 |

Wt
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J
AN ESTACADO

A NIGHT LIGHT IS AFRAID OF THE
OH THIS IS JUST TOO DARK W..WHO

OH FOR PRECIOUS . ARE YOU?
CRYING OUT LOUD... :

THIS CRAP ABAIN?

BUT | ASSLRE
YOU, LIGHT WILL
OFFER NO COMFORT
TO THE LIKES
OF YOU

JUST SOMEBODY
SENT TO HELP YOL BOY.
| WILL. RID YOU OF
THIS DARKNESS IN
YOUR HEART...




S0 SORRY TO
DISSAPOINT YOU,
BUT HE IS MORE

OF A NIGHT
CREATURE!

: CAN'T WE
=7 JUST HAVE MORE
: WORDPLAY AND
\ LESS SWORDPLAY?

BY CARVING
IT OUT!




A BODYGUARDN
{ WELL AIN'T THAT)

] 9

INDEED!

TOLL IN BROKEN
RIBS WHEN
NEEDED!




POOR LITTLE
ACOLYTE OF DARKNESS
THEY FORGOT TO TELL
», YOU HAVEN'T THEY?

WAIT YOUR
TURN BOY! I'LL. BE WITH
__YOU IN A MINUTE!

NOW,, I'LL N
MAKE THIS QUICK OKAY?
ONE HIT KILL!

THAT'S ENOUGH
OF THAT!




RELEASE
HER! NOW!

SANDRA,
ARE YOU
ALL RIGHT

I'M FINE
SONATINE! BUT,

> YOU TOLD ME
{ THEY WERE ALL IMPRISONED
CENTLRIES AGO

THEY WERE!

YOU THERE,
WARRIOR! HOW DID

YOU ESCAPE THE

RELEASED THE HIGH
CASTE! |...DON'T
KNOW HIM!

WHAT ABOUT
THE ANGELUS!?




LINKED TO THE

PARKNESS IN OVER

A CENTURY.

| REMEMBER
WHY, NOW!

| HAD BETTER
DAYS... RIBS
CRACKED,
EGO BLEEDING
TO PEATH!

AND fLL BE

| WON'T
LET THEM
HUET
You!




THE OLD MAN UGSH... |
HAS SOME POWERFUL g PON'T LIKE BEING
RELICS. SHE'LL BE ; IN HIS DEBT...
BACK ON HEE FEET
IN A DAY OR TWO.

HE'S
NEVER ASKED
FOR ANYTHING IN
RETURN.

——
THAT'S WHAT
WORRIES ME. PEOPLE
WHO WANT PAYMENT |

&ET, BUT HE...
; -f;':;{-ﬁ{x-;;;{- v NEVERTHELESS...
Prrray | Gy SEND HIM MY

L d _ GRATITUDE.

FAILED YOU
TODAY, MY LORD. |t ==
B IN MY COMPLACENCY s
\ | HAVE GROWN Ji¢
LAZY... WEAK...

EVEN THE
COMINION
SENSED [T...




A MERE WARR/OR
NEARLY TOOK ME OUT...

AND WHAT k-
IF ONE OF HER GENERALS
COMES? ¥

WHAT PO
| DO THEN?

YOU PUT

YOUR TRUST IN ME...
AND NOW... | AM TO
. WEAK TO

%_3 JUSTIFY IT!
B —.i".'" a

e
T '

| WAS ALONE, A DARK PRIEST
IN A DEAD CITY CALLING
FOR THE NIGHT TO FALL...

F ) oy 1
'.- .
& .

MY PEOPLE LEFT ME
YEARS AGO. Sl

THEY GREW TIRED OF
MY PROMISES...

.‘l

WENT LOOKING
FOR BETTER LANDS,
BETTER &00sS.

SO MANY YEARS TALKING
TO THE DARKNESS, UNTIL




ON THAT NISHT,
PARKNESS SPOKE BACK.

THIS MAN?
ARE YOU SURE
TAUMA?

poYou N
DOUBT ME?

(57 HOWEVER, YOU CAN il |

TRUST HiM! HIS HEART
AND MIND ARE DEVOTED

TO THE PARKNESS.




FINE! LET'S N
TAKE A LOOK/

WELL NOW...

FOR AN OLD TRICKSTER

\ YOU CAN BE SURFRISINGLY
2 ACCURATE!

PONT .
SET UsED TO
IT YOUNG
ONE...

REGARDLESS,
HE I THE ONE/

YOU... XOLOTL/

| AM SURE YOU
CAN UNDERSTAND ME!

AND | COULD. YOU SPOKE
NOT IN WORDS, BUT BY

CARK MINDS CONNECTING

MY NAME IS
MIGUEL ESTACADO!

| AM THE BEARER
OF THE PARKNESS... AND |
HAVE HEARD YOUR CALL!

YOU WILL

BE MY HIGH
PRIEST.

YOU WILL BEAR

WHEREVER YOU

SO, | WILL FOLLOW,
MY LORD!

| AND | MEANT IT
| WHEN I SAD...

AND YOU
WILL BE...
ETERNAL!

=

THAT NISHT,
YOU GAVE
ME THE

KNOWLEDPGE

———
THE POWER... ]@\

AND
IMMORTALITY !




(  exceLLent )

TOGETHER WE

i SHALL RAISE A DARK |

EMFIRE!

AND YOU WILL
MAKE SURE THAT
MY DESCENPENTS

RULE OVER

¥  BUT, GREAT

ONE... WHY DO YOU
EVEN NEED ME?
SURELY YOU'LL
BE THERE TO..

PARKNESS IS
A CRUEL FORCE. ONE
DAY | SHALL SIRE A CHILD,
AND ON THE DAY OF ITS
BIETH: THE PARKNESS WILL
ABANDON ME AS IT HAS MY

- MY CHILD :
WILL INREEIT THE

POWER OF THE
PARKNESS BUT IT WILL
REMAIN PORMENT

TILL THE AGE 4
OF 2L
AND THAT
IS WHY | NEED
you!
. YOU WIL '
{ KEEP MY LINEAGE

Y/ ALL THNGS
HAVE THEIR
OPPOSITE/

ANGELLUS, A TYRANNICAL
INCARNATE OF LIGHT _

SOME DAY, %
SHE WILL COME
AFTER ME , AND IF
NOT ME, SHE WILL
HUNT DOWN MY




i A

o ;ﬂb;r " : w::nu_%_.g ?:::ruL - b 'ﬁﬁ:ﬁhﬁﬁ it
prishrdih AR LIKE TO CAL W LIKE TO CALL
_J_ | | v AGAIN?

CALLING
KENNETH

IRONS!

FOR HEAVEN'S
SAKE, SONATINE! IT'S
FOLR AM./

| KNOW YOU
PON'T SLEER BUT
| DO

EEMIND ME AGAIN

L HOW THIS IS MY
P FROBLEM?

' THE ANGELUS
& 5 RISING
b TO POWER!




ALRIGHT! NOW :
7 LEARN FROM MY MOVES.
A HAMMERS WEIGHT IS IT™S
WILL, DONT WORK AGAINST
IT.BOTH FOLLOW AND

1‘
COME ON MARY ™
PLEASE!! [T'S A GIANT DRAGO|
?EHWHTFEI-E'DEAE-DHS

WITH HAMMERS!

{’_L-__—__.-——_:fﬂfr':nmmr AT A TIME J

N PLEASE__<




NO! [ SAID

GET ME LUNA, NOT

JILL SPARROW OVER By

HERE YOU UISH ESS
PILE OF SCRAP
METAL'




LNA...SPINE...
R-RIBS...C-C-
COLLAR BONE...
BREAKING!




THIS WILL .. %
COME IN
HANDY

THE HELL
WERE YOLU THINKIMNG
TONYF

THINEINGS__.
HOW ABOUT; F'M
TIRED OF HAVING OTHERS
FISHT MY BATTLES




YES MOM
I'LL BE CAREFLL!

YO AARON
PERSONAL

SPACE!




T
LY
..,.......
i
s e
211 i
. B
1 =iy
t ol [
dy
| DR N i
...r....__..

CUTE
BUTTER KNIFE







WHAT IS IT YOU

WANT IN RETUEN

A SMALL THING...
AN INSISNIFICANT TEINKET
Y OU INHERITED...

THE RING!
WHAT USE IS

WHY DOES IT
MATTER? YOU GET
THE LADDER, | TAKE
THE RING... A FAIR

EXCHANGE

INJURED MY LITTLE







NOW NOW PRINCE
MORDRED WE ARE BOTH
CIVILIZED....HM...MEN? IN ANY CASE
WE BOTH HAVE NEED OF EACH
OTHER'S SPECIALTY.




THOR THE
THUNDERER HAD
A NICE HAMMER...
THEN | BROKE IT



OKAY..LADY
YOU ARE
SERIOUSLY
CREEPING
ME OUT!



NO! [ SAID

GET ME LUNA, NOT

JILL SPARROW OVER (e
o

HERE YOU UISH ESS
PILE OF SCRAP
METAL'










TRAIN YOU TO
FIGHT THE EOPs
THEMSELVES!

| CAN TEACH
YOU TO FIGHT

SMART/

{ s ONE sHOT/

THAT'S ALL/
YOU WIN!
TS CALLED ¢ |
ir [ THE WITCHBLADE \ |
i FOR A REASON,

TOGETHER WE
CAN SHOW
THEM WHY!

/=7 y Sl = ANERUN |\ e LISTEN,
— 7N gl ' - FVE FOUGHT USING

~ | W . | A SPEAR MY WHOLE

e Pl \ -. | _ | LIFE. TRUST ME,

. ‘ 77 2lfSS ) \ L\ ¥ IT GETS THINGS
e - DONE!

-__--“’_.,-

OH YEAH...
THIS 15 ALL
JUST SUPER

HELFFLL.



