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ONG, LONG AGO.
2 ‘i
o= < = 2

NOT STILL
UPSET ABOUT THE
BELTZ COME NOW,

T'VE BEEN CHANNELLING
YOUR MAGIC WITH IT

FOR WEEKS NOW.
CAN'T WE LET
BYGONES BE
BYGONES?

SUPPER/
I DEMAND

My
_ SUPPER//

OR T SHALL
TURN YOU ALL
INTO FROGS--

EACH AND EVERY
ONE OF
you/

CAUSING
A RUCKUS,
MERLINZ

YOou CAN'T
BEGIN TO CONTROL
THAT BELT/ IT
CONTAINS MORE
POWER THAN
YOU CAN POSsIBLY
IMAGINE/

COME FOR
ANOTHER
GLOAT, HAVE

OH, DON'T
THINK POORLY
OF ME. WHY,
WE'RE TWO SIDES
OF THE SAME
COIN, You

OF COURSE,
WHEN HEADS 15
SHOWING, TAILS
HAS TO LIE FACE

DOWN IN THE DIRT.
THAT’S THE THING
ABOUT COINS.
SOUNFAIR.
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' LISTEN..T
HAVE BEEN

CONSIDERING YOUR v
OFFER. T WILL TELL
YOU THE BELT'S

SECRETS.
ECRET: JUsT GET

ME SOME DECENT
FOOD AND SOME
BLANKETS,
WILL You?

Q AT LAST/
I KNEW you'p

i SEE SENSE
\ \)) EVENTUALLY/

1 — - p
W =2 d ki
= ) ) I

: Y P
b3 PIG// T WAS
PREPARED TO MEET
= \J
BUT OHNO! You

y
REALLYZ WELL,
WITH A BIT OF
LUCK..AND THE

GLIMMER OF
RESIDUAL MAGIC
LEFT ON THIS
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YOU HALFWAY--

HAD TO TRY AND
BE CLEVER/

’ 's' THAT'S
THE LAST
N TIME T FEEL :
SORRY FOR

\J \  You/
N ‘
| \4
-
=\
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ANYTHING CouLD BE...
INTERESTING, LSl THIS DOOR 18 -
SEALED. T'M 4 X FIGHTING
ASSUMING THERE'S AMERICAN/
SOMETHING /

IMPORTANT - \ THIS WAY/
3 e

BEHIND IT.

A\ rox £

a
Is
L -~

P N s - - = T, Jx =
FIGHTING W ' , Y \
AMERICAN"?Z N \ IN PARTICULAR.
: JusT
> y .. - 2 GENERALLY... USE YOUR
- G I - 7 - vt ¢
o Wiy

N
LET’¢ GET
1/ -

A<t
N \?s\\ S YANKEE

r
-
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I'M NOT
EXACTLY SURE,
JOE. SOMETHING \
THE LAB BOYS STUCK
ON ME..TO MAKE OUR
MISSION EASIER,
APPARENTLY.

INVESTIGATE

: AND GET THE

/ HECK OUTTA HERE.

' \  THISPLACE | .
-T ! GIVES ME THE { -

:—-._'h g \ HH

/ F
| —H A ] 1

!.

'{i |

CREEPS.
4{ )
,/" o f

b2 e
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ALL THIS STUFF. 2
PLUNDER FROM \ AL
) \!

SOMETHING?
“
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THING. T THOUGHT

SMOKES. WE
LOST THE
ARMY’S
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PRESENTING --
TOGETHER AGAIN FOR THE FIRST TIME/--

/" ROGER LANGRIDGE - writer
CHRIS SAMNEE - artist

NCH MATTHEW WILSON - colorist VCs RUS WOOTON - fetterer
SAMNEE & WILSON - cover MICHAEL HORWITZ - asst. editor
SANA AMANAT & NATHAN COSBY - editors
TOM BREVOORT - editor in chief JOF QUESADA - cco
DAN BUCKLEY - putitistrer ALAN FINE - executive prodircer
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SCOTT!/ PON'T
TELL ME--KING
ARTHURZ/

)

SIRE/ T )
AM CAPTAIN .
AMERICA AND THIS ' AN ATTEMPT
18 THOR. WE HAVE UPON--2 WELL,
JUST PREVENTED AN WE THEN, CAPTAIN...
ATTEMPT UPON  appiarTo \ | MAY T OFFER YOU THE
YOUR LIFE. " MHOSPITALITY OF
.\ CAMELOT BY WAY OF r)
GRATITUDE/

GAWAIN/ MAKE
ROOM FOR OUR
BENEFACTORS/

WHAT
wouLp
YOU HAVE Us
DO WITH THE
ASSASSINS,
SIREZ

MERLIN?
WOULD You
DO THE
HONORs?

HEY, VWHEN THEY
PRESTO- - WAKE UP, THEY'LL
MEMO’?/? REMEMBER BEING
WIPED: ITINERANT
CLOWNS... WITH
A TERRIBLE
HANGOVER.
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ALWAYS
WANTED TO
WEAR THIS
STUFF...

ALAS, YES,
CAPTAIN..PART
OF THE PRICE
ONE PAYS FOR
BEING
KING.

50, YOUR
MAJESTY..GET
A LOT OF
ASSASSINATION
ATTEMPTS, DO

ARTHUR AND

you JOIN us

YOU OUT HERE,

AT THE END OF THE MERLIN MET ME
ANYWAY? GRHEAT Ql-lfﬁ';,u TWO DAYS AGO TO
CAPTAIN/ AFTER ESCORT ME HOME IN

SAFETY... THOUGH,
JUDGING BY THOSE
VARLETS You
APPREHENDED, T FEAR
WORD OF MY SUCCESS
HAS PﬁEECEDED

MANY YEARS T HAVE
FINALLY FOUND
THE GRAIL/

BUT..BUT
THIS 18 AMAZING/
THOR AND T WERE

BROUGHT HERE BY A

MAGICAL CUP..COULD
THAT BE THE GRAIL?
APLAIN GOBLET

MADE OF, WHAT,

THOSE THINGS
J ARE AS COMMON

/ Ag MUD, CAPTAIN. NO,
THE GRAIL IS AN
ALTOGETHER FANCIER
AFFAIR. A CUP USED TO
COLLECT THE BLOOD
OF OUR LORD AS HE

UFFERI

i Bye 2 i
| ”.. AND THE MOST POWERFUL ]

MYSTICAL ARTEFACT IN ALL
OF CHRISTENDOM?”
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AND YOU,
MERLIN... YOU SEEM
NOW TO HAVE
COMPLETELY
RECOVERED FROM
YOUR..WHAT DID

THAT'S IT/ T
ADMIT, THE NEW
FACE TOOK A LITTLE
GETTING USED TO..BUT
T AM PLEASED TO SEE

YOUR POWER AND

LEARNING REMAIN

UNDIMINISHED/
N

" DON'T BLOW
THIS FOR ME, BRO.
THIS IS A GREAT
GlG. WHAT ARE You
DOING HERE,
ANYWAYZ

THIS, LOKIZ HE
THINKS YOU ARE
SOMEONE

ELSE/

LISTEN,

I
| .._-*' YOu SHOULD
} BE MORE CAREFUL, 1,62 L(,%LT"SL",? Ng
| SOME SORT MY BROTHER. YOUR HERE--A FUTURE,
OF..MAGICAL CONSTANT — EVEN--AND IF YOU
ACCIDENT, T MEDDLING GET IN MY WAY.
BELIEVE. AND WITH MYSTIC -

FORCEZ... I We.Lu.STOP
-.MAY
ONE DAY BE
THE DEATH
OF You.

SNAP/ T
CRACKED OPEN
AN ANCIENT BOOK
T PROBABLY
SHOULDN'T HAVE...
AND WOUND UpP

SEE THIS
BELTZ MAGIC.

7 T SINCERELY

MY FEET AND YOU THOUGHT
N ONTE 4 PRETTY FAST,  YOUR CELLPHONE HOPE You DO
\  THoueH. WAS HOT NOT THREATEN
LWAYS DO. STUFF... ME, LOKI. T

WOULD HATE
TO--

R mﬁ@zf il

HoLp/
WHAT
SORCERY 18

l_.fr

- .-'":E‘f =
£l .;_H"v\x
.:'\ 6%\:: w%r? . e S
i = = \ ol ] £ i '%':‘2
1.@'("‘”-;" -. ol = ’rfg—’—rf’%" =
S "t - -

+ = =

FCBDTMAOQ01_int.indd 11 21111 7:37 AM



A.A
DRAGON/ IN
THE NAME OF
OUR LORD...I8
SUCH A THING
POSSIBLE?

SUGGEST WE

RIFIC.

PON'T
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HOLD/ HIS NAME

HOLD, MY 1 LOKI, NOT
BEAUTIES/ MERLIN--

OF COURSE/
THE DRAGON...
THE ASSASSINS...

STOP THIS THING.
HE CAN'T HAVE GONE
FAR..CAN YOU HOLD

IT OFFFOR
A WHILE?
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THERE MUST
BE SOME WAY

YA
] lw

SOMETIMES,
IN BATTLE...
ALITTLE

/

RE--
EE HOW
FORMIDABLE YoU

ARE..AGAINST

!
L r
Now,
CREATURE-
— LET US 4
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ULTIMATE
SOURCE OF F
POWER/

—~7

- MAGICIAN SINCE -
THE DAWN OF TIME-- S
i THE ABILITY TO HAVE -

EVERY COMMAND... -
EVERY SLIGHTEST
WISH..INSTANTLY,




SMART...
YET $TRANGELY
STUPIP/ You
THINK I STILL NEED
MERLIN’S POWER
NOW T HAVE THE

GRAILZ I--

ARE A FOOL/DI1D
YOU THINK THE
BELT WAS THE

IT WAS NEVER
THE SOURCE! IT WAS
THE DAMPER...THE

CONTAINER/ A LONG
AS IT EXISTED SOMEWHERE
IN THIS WORLD, MY
ABILITIES WERE LIMITED
TO MERE PARLOR
TRICKS/ WITHOUT

IT..
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CHANGE WORLDS? |*

POWERFUL TO BE
ALLOWED TO REMAIN
ON THE EARTH/ T AM
SENDING IT TO ANOTHER
PLANE OF EXISTENCE--

* SOM|

THIS THING CAN

YOU CAN'TZ/

CLOSE AS T DARE
TO COME! YOU HAVE
TO RELEASE THE

GRAIL... BEFORE PN

EASY, THOR.
HE CHOSE WHAT

HE CHOSE. You <
DID EVERYTHING  formtr
YOu COouLD.
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I.. CANNOT
STAY LIKE THIS
FOR LONG. WHEN
MY POWER ¢
UNHARNESSED, IT
CAN DEVOUR ME. T
MUST FIND SOME
NEW VESSEL OF
CONTAINMENT
URGENTLY.

BEHOLD/

THE KING AND
HI$ LOYAL KNIGHT...
RESTORED TO
HEALTH/

AND NOW..MY
RESCUERS. THE CUp

WAS TO BRING ME A
CHAMPION--HONEST,

BRAVE AND TRUE. IT
APPEARS MY ENCHANTMENT
WAS EVEN MORE
EFFECTIVE THAN T
HAD HOPED.

BUT You
DO NOT
BELONG HERE...
AND THUS IT I8
TIME FOR ME
TO SEND You

TO MEET You
AGAIN ONE DAY,
CAPTAIN.
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THEY MAY
BE GONE..BUT

THEY SHALL NOT
BE FORGOTTEN.
T SHALL SEE
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LIAR. BUT
YOU'RE CUTE,
S0 YOU GET
AWAY WITH
IT.

I JusTt
REMEMBERED
SOMETHING...

I'D SWEAR

/ ..CHECK THAT THIS WAS
J THIS YOU IN YOUR
our. COLORFUL PAST...
EXCEPT, GIVEN THE
OTHER GUY’S WEARING

AN AMERICAN FLAG
A THOUSAND YEARS

TOO EARLY, IT HAS - ]
"= \ TOBEAFAKE. / _ = =
STILL.. 4_—4‘,_——",:-:
PRETTY Tt

cooL, Fi

[ WHAT pO You
THINKZ SHOULD

T HELP HAL

OR NOT?
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