«
I WAS HIPING IN THE PUNGEONS
OF ASGARD AFTER 50ME PRANK
OF MINE HAD DRIVEN OPIN INTO
A BAGE. (I 5UPPOSE INELL NEVER
KNOIW IF THOR'S KISS COULD'VE
CURNED THAT BILGESNIPE INTO
A PRINCESS.)

IT WAS THERE IN THE DARKNESS
CHAT I FOUND HIM, CAGED AND

HALF-DEAD. THE MAN
WOULD CHANGE MY LIFE.
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CAN'T 5AY I RECALL -
BEING BORN. BUT WELL
DO I REMEMBER THE DAY

I FIRST BEGAN TO LIVE.

HMMm. no
IDEA IHERE T
Am OR HOW I

GOT HERE. THAT
GENERALLY DOESN'T
MEAN I'M IN FOR

AN ENJOYABLE
MORNING.

!

A WIZARD NAMED ELDRED.
THE MAN WHO TAUGHT /
mME MAGIC.
]
CHE FIRST MAN
I EVER KILLED.

SURTUR'S
BONES. 1
HOPE I DIDN'T
DO THIS.



OH
BLOODY
HeL.

I
ELDRED HAD BEEN LOCKED IN THE
DUNGEON FOR 50 LONG THAT EVEN
HE'D FORGOTTEN WHAT OFFENSE
HE'D ONCE GIVEN THE ALL-FATHER
TO WARRBANT HIS JAILING.

/ THI5 MORNING'S
AL e coue y €VEN WORSE
e s, |
MAGIC TRICKS. AT 220G
CHEAP VIKING

CONJURER?

HEH. You BUT HOW PO You
DON'T MUCH LIKE BEING THINK I FEEL, HAVING TO
CONFRONTED WITH WHO You S5€E MYSELF LOOKING S5O VERY
REALLY ARE, DO YOU, LOKI? ,——= OLD AND CLEAN AND...BOUGIE?




ELDRED WOULD 5HOW ME ONE TRICK FOR
EVERY LOAF OF BREAD OR CUP OF 50UP I
COULD 5mUGeGLe FROM THE KITCHEN.

BOUGIE T
LIKE, BUT CAREFUL
WWHO YOu CALL OLD,
BOY. I KNOW SPELLS
YOU Won'T LEARN
FOR A HUNDRED

YEARS.

T WwAs Just A BOY...BUT ALREADY
DEVIOUS ENOUGH TO KNOW NOT
TO FILL ELDBED'S BELLY TOO FULL,
LEST HE REGAIN ALL HI5 5TRENGTH
AND MAKE HI5 ESCAPE.

AND I KNOW
PLENTY YOU'VE NO
DOUBT FORGOTTEN.
LIKE THE ONES THAT
MAKE DARK ELVES
GO TO WAR.

you
CREATED
THIS WAR?

AYE. NOT
BAD FOR AN
AFTERNOON'S WWORK,
EHZ IT'S CERTAINLY
DONE THE JOB IT
WAS MEANT
TO DO.

WHICH WAS

SLAUGHTE
THOUSANDS?

BEeCAUSE WITHOUT ELDRED,
THERE WOULD'VE BEEN NO
MORE MAGIC TRICKS.

Anp wicHout macic ¢
I0'MY LIFE...CHAT LIFE
WOULD'VE énpep A~ /

LONe TIME AGO.



ou’
EVEN MORE OF A
BASTARD THAN
I REMEMBER.

LET ME
GUESS. THOR
PROBLEMS 60T

You pown?

I REMEMBER
CAME TO TRAVE

BEFORE I--

BUT WHY CAN'T
HOW I

L HERE?
OR WHAT I WAS POING
N my oun

€RRGH, IT WAS
A GENIUS PLAN. IT
SHOULD'VE LEFT mYy

MIDGARD AGAIN.

DAMN THAT
ERIKA THE

RED
AND HER FEMININE

VIKING WILES.*

*¥BACK IN
ISSUE #7!
--WIL

50 You
SPARKED A AR
BETWEEN THE DARK
ELVES AND THE TROLLS
JUST TO TAKE YOUR mIND

OFF ANOTHER FAILED

PLOT AGAINST

THOR?

GODS5, HOW

I'VE GROWN. AT

LEAST I HOPE
I HAVE.

I VAGUELY
BEMEMBER THIS
WAR, BUT NOT THIS
MEETING. WHICH MEANS
THIS 15 SOME SORT OF
CONFUSING TIME-TRAVEL
NONSeENSE.

LOOK

--CORPSE
BURNER AT
INORK HERE.






