FROM A TENDER AGE SHE WAS LOOKED
DOWN UPON. MADE TO FEEL LIKE AN
OUTCAST. UTTERLY, UNBEARAB

THE MOTHER
OF THE WORLD
WAS BORN INTO

WEALTH.

ARROGANCE.

NEGLECT.
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» <b % ..AND THOSE THAT WERE FORTUNATE
= S ENOUGH TO SURVIVE THE COLLAPSE
— @ ANENTIRE == WERE SOON CURSING THEIR FATE.

§  CIVILIZATION THE APOCALYPSE THEY 80 OFTEN
L,qf COLLAPSED IN "~ SPOKE OF HAD FINALLY C
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| WORSE THAN
THEY COULD

= HAVEEVER |

IMAGINED.
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COME TO PASS? SURELY THE :
MOTHER DID NOT FORESEE SUCH
CONSEQUENCES, WHATEVER HER |-

FLAWS--AND ALL HUMANS, EVEN THE
MOTHER, ARE FATALLY FLAWED--
HER INTENTIONS WERE GOOD.




] § L HHEHT
700 GOOD THE MOTHER JOINED
FOR THE L THEM NONETHELESS. BUT SH
UNWORTHY IT WAS NOT THE WORLD | FAILED AT
: SHE SOUGHT TO CHANGE, | THE LATTER
|T WAS HERQELF 2 TASK...

| ..AND GEEDING

succssoea .J .CREATING THEM ACROSS
AT THE A GWARM OF

FORMER.. ’P NITES-- THE PLANET.
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THE STATED GOAL? TO ALTER |.
HUMAN BEHAVIOR. TO TAMP A
DOWN THE VIOLENT URGES IN  Fig:
HUMANKIND AND MAGNIFY ITS &
S50-CALLED BETTER ANGELS.
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BUT THE
MOTHER'S WORK
TRANSCENDED
EVEN THE FOUR'S
FAILURE.

OVER TIME, HER
NANITE CHILDREN BEGAN TO
RACHIEVE CONSC/IOUSNESS:
SELF-REPLICATING, FORMING

GOALS SEPARATE
FROM THEIR INITIAL
PROGRAMMING...

.THEY EVOLVED INTO
A FIRST RUDIMENTARY,
THEN PROGRESSIVELY
MORE SOPHISTICATED,

HIVE-MIND. AND
THAT MIND...

..EVENTUALLY GAZED
‘| OUT UPON THE WORLD,
SEEING THE CARNAGE
IT HAD UNWITTINGLY
UNLEASHED, AND KNEW
THAT IT WAS THE
EARTH'S ONLY HOPE...

BUT JUST AS
A HUMAN MIND
CONTAINS
CONFLICTING

- o
; ONE, THE LARGER, BELIEVED THAT MAN
P4 WAS BEYOND REDEMPTION. THAT THE WORLD
MUST BE CLEANSED OF THE HUMAN STAIN.

A L

THE OTHER--SMALLER, BUT NO LESS
DETERMINED--BELIEVED THAT A NEW AND
BETTER WORLD COULD BE ACHIEVED
THROUGH UNION WITH HUMANITY: A
SYNTHESIS OF METAL AND FLESH.

THESE REDEEMERS HAVE
\ Y TAKEN ROOT, TAKEN LIFE,
. ) WITHIN THE CORPSE OF
‘ FREDERICK JONES,
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