(IN QUIET MOMENTS I CAN
EASILY BELIEVE MY SPIRIT'S
SO TOXIC, SO NOXIOUS, THAT
ITREPELS PEOPLE LIKE
THE STENCH OF ROT.

BETTER TO KEEP TO MYSELF.
EASIER TO PUSH FOLKS
AWAY THAN WATCH THEM
LEARN TO HATE YoU.)

I TRIEZ
ALL RIGHTZ DID
MY BIT TO STOP

THIS PLACE GOING

POWN THE

SHITTER.

/ WENT OFF WITH
THE L/BRARIAN,
PIPN'T IZ LEFT MY

TREE, L-LEFT ALL
MY THINGS.

("Worps.”

WHAT THE HELL AM I
TALKING ABOUTZ
WORPS AREN'T THE
PROBLEM.)

IDPON'T
EVEN L/KE
OTHER
PEOPLE.

WANKERS.

(ILEARNT A SECRET
OUT THERE.

AND FOR JUST A
MOMENT--0OH STUPIP GIRLI--
I THOUGHT I'D BEEN
REWARPEL, LIKE ALITTLE
CONSOLATION PRIZE,
FOR DARING TO COME OUT
OF MY SHELL.)

I'M NO Ny,
NARRATOR, 1S o
THE POINT. BUT WHAT ¥
D'YOU EXPECTZ
YOL/ TRY BEIN' ALL
LA-DI-£A4 WHEN You
GOT NO BLOOPY
IPENTITY.

(T MEAN--JUST--JUST
LOOK WHAT HAPPENED
WHEN I TRIEL, MADE A
FRIENZ

ZIGGY WAS BLANK AND PLRE
AND PERFECT, AND HE
LIKEP ME, AND THEY SHOT
HIM AND FED HIM TO A
FUCKING TIGERPHANT.)

MY
MEMORIES. T
TURNS OUT OLP MORPHEUS
HIP? THEM. THEY'VE BEEN
RIGHT HERE N THE
DREAMING, ALL
ALONG.

S0,
OBVIOUSLY, T
COME RUSHIN' BACK
TO COLLECT 'EM.
AND WHAT PO T




THIS IS
WHAT I GET
FOR TRYING TO
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GOING TO y
JUMPED-UP JUPGE \ KI-L HIM. IMBONG

IS CERTANLY MAKING &y 7 7 HiE THROAT
SOME CHANGES., HE =) g aorHs JOINTS

SAYS THE DREAMING'S { 7 HIS THUMBS
EASIER TO PEFEND 48 ANPP%Z;K HIS TEETH

LIKE THIS. AN ANT-AN..




"TWIST

HIS THUMBS"Z & JusT
H4! OH PLEASE, BEING POLITE, DEAR.
WHO ARE YOU TRYING I WAS ONLY PASSING
TO CONVINCE, THROUGH. ALTHOUGH--
SCARY MARYZ CURIOSITY COMPEL S
ME...
(...AND OH GOP I'M SO
FRIGHTENEP/! SO EMPTY
AND SO UGLY AND SO
FRIGHTENEPD!

BETTER TO GET ANGRY,
DORA. THAAAAAT'S IT.

GIARE THAN
LA
RUAVER.)

WHAT PO
o M e
FOR
‘Aﬁf Sfog ‘ MEMORIES 7
2. /A
FREEBIESZ NO,
NO, N, NOT HIE STYLE.
MORPHELIS WAS ONE OF

THOSE HELP-PEOPLE-
HELP-THEMSELVES
SORTS.

M-MY
TREASLIRES.
I WAS GIVEN A NEW
ONE EVERY LAY SINCE

I ARRIVEP HERE.

("STEPS.” THAT'S WHAT
DREAM CALLED THEM.
STEPS, TO RECLAIM MY

7=

I SHOULD'VE
PROTECTEP THEM! 1

SHOULD'VE BEEN HERE/
I sHoULD'VE RAGEP

ANp BLIRNEL ANP
BOILEP ANP--)

BROKEN POTS.
CRACKEPD RECORPS.
UNSTITCHED CLOTHES.

I--I NEVER KNEW

NOW
THERE WAS
A FELLOW WHO
UNPERSTOOP
THE RULES!

EVERY STORY/
EVERY SPELL/ EVERY
MYSTERY AND EVERY
QUEST/

Y YOU HAVE
TO GIVE N
ORDER TO
GET.

(BUT...BUT...
I HAVE NOTHING TO GIVE.

OHHH, THIS! THIS 1S
WHY I SHOULDN'T BE
AROLINZ PEOPLE! THEY'LL.
KNOW, THEY'LL REALIZE/!
IM WORTHLESS! I'M
EMPTY/!

I'M WEAK/)

DOESN'T
MATTER WHAT'S TO
GAIN. RECOLLECTION
OR REVENGE OR
PURPOSE OR POWER!
THE LESSON'S
ALWAYS THE
SAME.




= NOW COME,
COME, MY PEAR
MELANCHOLY
MONSTRESS,
PON'T LOOK SO
FORLORN.

EVEN
MY BLOVIATING
BUTTERBALL

OF ABROTHER
UNPERSTANDS--AND
HE'S BEEN PEAL OF
A TERMINAL FORKING

FOR AT LEAST AN

EVEN IF
3 ALL YOU'VE GOT
COMES DOWN LEFT TO GIVE
TO SACRIFICE. ’ ARE THE L/IES
AN YOU WEAR LIKE

(HE KNOWS, HE
SEES, QUICKLY--GET
ANGRY/ HIDE IT! HIDE
THE WEAKNESS! HIPE

IT, HIPE IT-=)

NoBOpPY
| ASKEP FOR

L OO,
ALLB T WANT NOW.
ILL SEE JUPGE
GALLows CUT ANP )
CRIPPLEL ANP (3
CRACKEP-- ¢




WE ALL Neep E
HELP, DEAR. _

IT'S A

~=V SIMPLE MATTER Y&
E— OF WHOM ONe [l
¥\ CcHOOSES TO
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