


ah, 
excuse me, 

ma’am-- 

she was 
apprehended 

just a few miles 
away. got into a 

firefight with 
some of the local 
authorities trying 
to steal a hydra 

transport 
ship--

wonderful. 
imagine how 
pleased the 

supreme 
leader 

will be--

--to see the 
black widow 

in chains. 

I see--
my apologies, 
gentlemen… 

--provided 
you pledge your

 loyalty to me without 
question. with that 

understood-- 

and so, 
as you can 
see, we are 

prepared to offer 
very generous 
terms moving 

forward-- 

“…there is some urgent state 
business I must attend to.” 

washington, d.c.



it never is, 
nadia. but 
remember, 
everybody--

--this is a rescue 
mission, not an attack. 

in and out. quietly. 

viper. it’s 
been a long 

time. 

 hm, 
indeed it has, 
natasha. but 

that doesn’t mean 
the memory fades. 

my jaw still 
clicks. should 
I expect the 

same defiance 
this time?

no--

 --I’ll 
tell you 
whatever 
you want 
to know. 

this the 
place, viv?

it is 
heavily 

fortified--this 
will not 
be easy. 

yeah. 
don’t forget 
to mute your 
phone, spidey. 

what 
were you 

doing when 
we caught 

you?!

pfft--I told 
you I would 
cooperate... 

that 
doesn’t 

mean we don’t 
get to punch 
you. now, the 

question--

you 
already 
know--

one 
time. that 
was one 

time. 

these are the 
coordinates.



“children, mostly. I can 
give you their names.”

 --trying to 
steal a hydra 
transport ship 
for a planned 

operation. 

I see. and 
what was the 

objective of this 
operation?

oh, 
that’s my 
favorite
 part…

…we are 
going to 

kill captain 
america.

you 
insolent--!

wait!

why are 
you telling 

us all 
this? 

something 
is wrong 

here.

because, 
viper--

hm. and 
who were you 
planning this 

operation 
with? 



“--what I am doing 
here should not 

be your concern.” 

 it’s what you 
are doing here 
that I’d worry 

about, if I were 
you. with the old 
men in suits and 
their briefcases 

of money.

what would 
your supreme 

leader say if he 
found out you were 
running this illegal 
and unsanctioned 

narcotics enterprise 
right under 
his nose? 

you’re profiting 
off his regime at an 

awfully tidy margin. I 
imagine he’d want to make an 
especially violent example 

out of you, yes? 

one 
moment--

I’ve 
taken certain 

precautionary measures, 
ways to ensure he’ll 

be brought up to speed 
if something happens to 
me. or, alternatively--

--you could help us. not only would you 
be spared steve rogers’ wrath, but 

if we were to succeed…

…well, someone    
would have to  

lead this remarkably 
resurgent hydra in 

the event of his death. 
who better than the 
true madame hydra? 

what 
do you say, 

ophelia? 

“--what do you need 
me from me, then?” 



way 
ahead of 
you nat. 

nope. just 
said he was 

important. that 
he’d be the 

one-- 

--who would 
win us the 

war. 

uh, nat-- 
I think we got 

the wrong room 
or something--
this ain’t our 

guy…

just sent you 
the access code 
and hand scan, 

ironheart--

oh, it’s 
him, falcon. 

trust me.

Now--
about that 
transport 

ship...

she tell 
you who this 

dude is?

h-help 
me...



Writer • Nick Spencer     Artist • Andrea Sorrentino 
Additional Art • Rod Reis; Joshua Cassara & 

Rachelle Rosenberg
 Letterer • VC’s Travis Lanham

Recap Page Art • Andrea Sorrentino 
Cover • Mark Brooks

Variant Covers • John Tyler Christopher; Dan Mora & 
Edgar Delgado; Andrea Sorrentino 

Production Design • Carlos Lao        Assistant Editor • Alanna Smith

Editor • Tom Brevoort       Editor in Chief • Axel Alonso

Chief Creative Officer • Joe Quesada       President • Dan Buckley

Executive Producer • Alan Fine

Steve Rogers, A.K.A. Captain America, has claimed the United 
States for Hydra. The handful of heroes who escaped his 
initial attack discovered that a Cosmic Cube was behind Rogers’ 
sinister change of heart, and might be able to change him 

back--if the scattered pieces can be reunited. 

Tony Stark’s team has now acquired two cube shards using a 
detection device Stark invented, but Captain America is hot on 
their trail--and intends to use the restored cube to rewrite the 

world in Hydra’s image. 

Meanwhile, Emma Frost is using her own cube shard to rule the 
mutant homeland of New Tian from the shadows--and Black Widow 

and her team of young heroes are closing in on Steve Rogers.

SECRET EMPIRE No. 5, August 2017. Published Monthly except in May, June, July, and August by MARVEL WORLDWIDE, INC., a subsidiary of MARVEL ENTERTAINMENT, LLC. OFFICE OF PUBLICATION: 135 West 50th Street, New York, NY 
10020. BULK MAIL POSTAGE PAID AT NEW YORK, NY AND AT ADDITIONAL MAILING OFFICES. © 2017 MARVEL No similarity between any of the names, characters, persons, and/or institutions in this magazine with those of any living or 
dead person or institution is intended, and any such similarity which may exist is purely coincidental. $3.99 per copy in the U.S. (GST #R127032852) in the direct market; Canadian Agreement #40668537. Printed in the USA. Subscription 
rate (U.S. dollars) for 12 issues: U.S. $26.99; Canada $42.99; Foreign $42.99. POSTMASTER: SEND ALL ADDRESS CHANGES TO SECRET EMPIRE, C/O MARVEL SUBSCRIPTIONS P.O. BOX 727 NEW HYDE PARK, NY 11040. TELEPHONE 
# (888) 511-5480. FAX # (347) 537-2649. subscriptions@marvel.com. DAN BUCKLEY, President, Marvel Entertainment; JOE QUESADA, Chief Creative Officer; TOM BREVOORT, SVP of Publishing; DAVID BOGART, SVP of Business Affairs & 
Operations, Publishing & Partnership; C.B. CEBULSKI, VP of Brand Management & Development, Asia; DAVID GABRIEL, SVP of Sales & Marketing, Publishing; JEFF YOUNGQUIST, VP of Production & Special Projects; DAN CARR, Executive Director 
of Publishing Technology; ALEX MORALES, Director of Publishing Operations; SUSAN CRESPI, Production Manager; STAN LEE, Chairman Emeritus. For information regarding advertising in Marvel Comics or on Marvel.com, please contact Vit 
DeBellis, Integrated Sales Manager, at vdebellis@marvel.com. For Marvel subscription inquiries, please call 888-511-5480. Manufactured between 06/02/2017 and 06/12/2017 by FRY COMMUNICATIONS, MECHANICSBURG, PA, USA.

Black Widow

Viv Vision



Ant-Man

Ironheart

H
yd

r
a 

C
o

m
m

an
d

Av
en

g
er

s

Mockingbird

Sam Wilson Giant-ManRayshaun Lucas Hawkeye

Spider-Man

Tony Stark (A.I.)

Black Widow

Viv Vision

Captain America

Gorgon

Kraken

Hive

Madame Hydra Arnim Zola Viper

Hercules

Wasp Black Panther

Beast

Scarlet Witch Odinson Vision

Quicksilver

Falcon

Wakanda

New Tian

Hydra

The Underground

The Red Room


	Pages from SECEMP2017005_int.pdf

