


“FOR THOSE OF YOU JUST
JOINING US, WELCOME TO
SOLACE BEYOND THE RIFT,
AND THE THRILLING 648
QUINQUENNIAL BLADE-
FIGHTING CHAMPIONSHIP.”

“.WITH TWENTY-SEVEN
NEW LOCATIONS OPENING
UP THIS STANDARD CYCLE

IN THE PERSEUS SPIRAL ARM,
AND SELECTED OUTLETS
OF THE ORION SPLUR.”

“WE'RE PROUDLY SPONSORED

ONCE AGAIN BY 1BUTION

BARDPENS, THE PREEMINENT
KREE EMPIRE MILITARY
PRESCHOOL FRANCHISE...

DAUGHTER BATTLE:

THE ONLY CHOICE.”

“IF YOU WANT YOUR SON OR

-HARPENED

BEFORE HER SEVENTH NAMEDAY,
RETRIBUTION GARDENS ISN'T
JUST THE BEST CHOICE--IT'S

“WE'RE ALSO TICKLED TO
WELCOME A NEW SPONSOR:
HIGH DUPGEON KITCHENS.”

“MAKERS OF BILETIME
PSEUPO CAKES! THE
GOOEY, SPONGY TREAT
THAT'S FUN FOR THE
WHOLE FAMILY, CRECHE
OR BIRTHING POD.”

“WE'RE VIEWING THE FINAL DUEL FROM LAST
%INT’S CONTEST, WHERE HARACON THE
BHOSTMAKER WON THE CHAMPIONSHIP FOR
THE SECOND CONSECUTIVE TIME.”

SOMEDAY--

--BUT NOT
TOPAY!

“HARACON |$ BACK! DEFENDING
HIS CHAMPIONSHIP YET AGAIN!
LET'S HOPE IT'S AS EXCITING
AS THIS DUEL WHERE HE
DEFEATED..UM..WHO WAS
HIS OPPONENTZ”

“WHO CARESZ OLD
NEWS. 60 LOOK AT HIS
GRAVE IF YOU WANT TO
REMEMBER WHO HE WAS.”







“THIS RULE WAS ADDED TWO QUINTS
BACK TO ACCOMMODATE CONTESTANTS
FROM PRIMITIVE BACKWATER WORLDS
WHO MAINTAIN EXOTIC TABOOS AGAINST
KILLING FOR SPORT.”

“WOW. DO TELL. $0,
FOR YOU NEWCOMERS,
HOW DID NIGHTCRAWLER

REACH THIS LEVEL?

“THAT WAS IN THE 6OLD
ARENA. THEN NIGHTCRAWLER
ADVANCED TO THE
STARLIGHT ARENA, TO FACE
POLLA QUAD, KNOWN AS
THE DEATH MERCHANT.”

“NIGHTCRAWLER ALSO

FACED GRRRR-S0,

FOUGHT ONCE BEFORE IN THE
BLUE ARENA, WHEN HE

[A
I CAN'T REALLY PRONOLINCE
THE GROWLING TONGLUE.”

NIGHTCRAWLER--HOW DID
YOU COME FROM SUCH AN
OBSCLURE LITTLE WORLD TO
DISTINGUISH YOURSELF IN
THE BLADE-FIGHTING
LEAGUESZ

SAME OLD

TALE YOU'VE
HEARD A MILLION
TIMES, WEN.

“LET'S LOOK AT SOME
OF THE DUELS HE'S HAD
TO WIN ALONG THE WAY
IN HIS HARD CLIMB TO
THE SEMIFINALS.”

EARTH CHILD
GETS KIDNAPPED
YOUNG BY SPACE
PIRATES.

THROUGH
BRAVERY AND
MIT AUSPALER
HE WORKS
HIS WAY UP IN
THE CREW.

OR 1S T

“THIS WAS AGAINST
YANNAK OF KARTH.
LOOK AT THAT
AMAZING SWORD
TECHNIQUE!”

“KNOWN AS THE SURRENPER
ERCHANT AFTER THIS BOUT,

MER:
EVEN THOUGH THE STARLIGHT

ARENA WAS CONSIDERED HIS
FAVORITE COMBAT SPHERE.

SPACE
PIRATES FORCE
HIM TO ENTER THE
COMPETITION $O
THEY CAN WIN BI&
BY BETTIN@ ON HIM--

AéA/N.ST HIMZ




“BACK TO THE
SEMIFINAL
DUEL WHERE
NIGHTCRAWLER
FACES THE
TOP SKRULL
CONTENDER!”

“THE SIX-TIME SKRULL
BLADE GHAMPIC%NW

SSA YU
YUOW SCREET HAS
CHOSEN THE PERFECT
FORM FOR OUR
COMPETITION.

THE TROUBLE,
HAVE NO UP OR

OR BACK!

FREUNPIN, 1$ YOU
DOWN OR FRONT

“NONE. NO COPY AT ALL,
WEN. Z'M INFORMED
THIS IS AN ORIGINAL
SHAPE PERFECTED

OVER MANY YEARS AND

PROPRIETARY TO HER.”

ABSOLUTELY

“SHE CALLS IT BLAPE

FURY AND NO OTHER

SKRULL SHIFTER CAN
LEGALLY TRY TO COPY IT.”

YOU HAVE
NO CHANCE,
BACKWORLDER!

BELIEVE ME
WHEN I SAY T

BELIEVE
you!

“SINCE THE RULES ALLOW FOR UP TO ONE
BLADE PER APPENPAGE, SHE CHOSE A
FORMIDABLE SHAPE--I THINK I COUNT NO LESS
THAN THIRTY BLADE-WIELDING TENTACLES.

MY, BUT
THAT 1S
INTERESTING
INDEED.”

DO WE HAVE ANY WORD YET
ON WHAT SPECIES SHE
COPIED FOR THE CONTESTZ”

you
HAVE NO

VULNERABLE
SIDE TO

EXPLOIT.

EXCEPT--

--MAYBE I'VE
BEEN THINKING
IN THE WRONG
DIMENSIONS

'’




