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N S0 HERE IS5 WHERE WE STANE.

MORE THAN 27,000 PEOFLE..
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~MOST UNPERE THE AGE OF Z5,

HAVE ALREAPY BEEN ABSORBED
INTO THAT THING I HAVE

CLEVERLY NAMED "THE THING™!
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BUT SINCE I WAS BARELY
TAUGHT ENGLISH, LET ALONE
NUMBERS, IT I5 SAFE TO SAY

22000 FPLUs PISAPFPEARED
IS5 27000 PLUS TOO MANY.
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HMM. WHY MOSTLY THE |
YOUNGSP NOTE TO SELF: |

CHECK IT OUT.

OH, PIP I MENTION
THEY WERE PRAWN
INTO THE THING...
ACAINET THEIR WILLZ

e MUCH AS I
PESPERATELY
WANT TO, THE

THING WILL NOT

LET ME INSIPE.

THAT IS 27000 PLUS OUT OF
A POFULATION OF 850.000.
IFE MY TEACHERS ON AZARATH
HAP TAVGHT ME MATH ALONG
WITH HOW TO CONTROL MY
EMOTIONS, I WOULD RATTLE
OFF THE PERCENTAGES

N |

UNABLE TO |
RESIST?

WHAT POES A GIRL HAVE
10 PO TO GFET HERSELF
KIPNAFFEDP AROUNP HEREZ




I SENSE FEAR IN ALL THE

| FPEOFLE WHO HAVE COME
| HERE. THEY ARE AFRAIP ANDP

. YET THEY WILL NOT FLEE.

I ALSO SENSE THOSE
BEING ABSORBELD BY
THE THING ANP I FEEL
NO FEAR IN THEM. NO
THOUGHTS. NO
EMOTIONS. IN SHORT:
NOTHING.

ANP I SENSE MORE JOINING
THOSE ALREALPY TAKEN.
THOUSANDPS MORE. FROM ALL
CORNERS OF SAN FRANC/SCO.

ONCE [T SELECTS YOU...
ONCE IT GRABS YOU..
YOU PO AS IT WANTS.

WHILE I STRUGGLE,
ANOTHER HUNPRED
PLUS sOULS
MINPLESSLY ENTER
THE THING.

I TRY TO PROTECT
THEM, BUT I CANNOT.




LISTEN TO
ME. YOU CAN

PO NOT
LET IT TAKE HELP YOU
N YOU.

TAKE MY
N1 HAND. FEEL MY
24— STRENGTH. LET
- ;’ﬁ"t. T FL&%?J INTO
' 1 TOEETHER
WE CAN
SAVE YOU.

ME. WE CAN }

FIGHT IT. YOU S
HAVE TO
BELIEVE.
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| THEY PO NOT ACKNOWLEPSE B [T APFEARS I'VE

MY PRESENCE AS THEY PUsH ME | BEEN REDUCED TO
ASIDE AND ENTER THE THING. BEING A SPEED

e BUMP. I MAY SLOW

LR THEM DOWN, BUT I

== CANNOT STOP THEM.




& | IDPRAW THEIR ALTHOUGH I AM AZAR HELP ME.
. | PAINS INTO ME, BUT AFRAIP, I COMFORT B s
= [T HURTS...HURTS = THEIR FEARS... .
SO MUCH... : TO SAVE.
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| ACTUALLY [ -_ HELP ME
PROTECT THEM. = HELP THEM.

you poNoT N0
HAVE TO LISTEN B0
LAY

BELIEVE
IN ME.
PLEASE...

BUT I HAVE
FAILED THEM
ALL.

I HAVE FAILED
MYSELF.




r{ 15 THIS ANGELA'S il MOM, NO.
C'MON, I KNEW o FAULT? SHE 4 SHE'S ONE
THATS MOM. LOOK THERE WAS RAISED...WHAT OF THE
ZAVEI . CHE'S AT HER. IT'S SOMETHING... IS RACHEL? TEEN TITANS.
ZAVEN.. SHPS g=| I DON'T KNOW. |} A DEMON? JEEWEE
. - ROES.
AND THEY'RE
GREAT.

ARE YOU

NO. NO. THAT SAYING SHE

CANT BE. THAT BROUG AT
DOESNT MAKE NG WITT

5‘EHEE‘+

GO0P GUY. 1 READ

ALL ABOUT HERE ON

SUPERHEROES.COM.
HERE. YOU CAN READ

IT YOURSELF.

I--1 PONT SO

WANT YOU TO WATCH PLEASE
THE TV. SOMETHING'S DON'T ARGUE
GOING ON AND 1 WITH ME. &0

NEED TO THINK
ABOUT IT.

TO YOUR
ROOMS.
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